A deranged Harvard professor tried to change

the course ofNorld War One by storming the ——
Glen Cove estte of financier J. P Morgan
with pistols and dynamite in 1915.

by Daniel E Russell
City Historian
City of Glen Cove, Nework
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On July 3rd, 1915 a mousy-looking scholar named Erié{m_arican neutralityhaq begun to take a more aggressive sta
Muenter stepped bfhe train at Glen Beet Sation and hired a 29ainst GermanyHe lifted an embgo against loans to th
car to take him to the East Island, Glen Cove estate of JAPeS, paving the way for J. Rlorgan to oganize a syndicatg
Morgan, millionaire financiefiraveling under the alias of Frank®f 2,200 U.S. banks to underwrite a loan of 500 million doll
Holt, he carried a valise filled with dynamite and two pistof S-Percent to England and France — a move unprecedy

hidden beneath his coat. His self-appointed mission: to taRe’-S- banking histond. PMorgan & Co. took on the role o
Morgan and his family hostage, and force the endofld purchasing agents for tAdlies, handling the first of what would
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War One. eventually amount to 3 billion dollars in orders for war s{ip-

By the summer of 1915, war nerves had already gripp@'&es for theAllies at only a 1—percent commission. In fact, t
the nation. In May a German submarine had sunk the cuni{igd floor of newWall Street ofices of J. PMorgan & Co.
luxury liner Lusitania, with a loss of 1,200 livédthough many Had be converted into the informal Néfork offices for the
Americans were eager to avoid entanglement in a “Europdiiions of France, Great Britain and Russia. _

War” anti-German sentiment was steadily rising throughout the PO the death of his fathek: Pierrepont Magan, in 1913,
country PresidentoodrowWilson, long a public advocate ofJ- FMorgan (known to friends as “Jack”) was heir to one of
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most influential banking dynasties in the wokidhile biogra-
phers would describe him in later life as “reserved to the po
of brusqueness”, the J.Forgan who commandéadfall Sreet

in 1915 was a very diérent manA biographer described the
young J. PMorgan as “big, breezyand good natured... a more
attractive personality is not to be foundfall Street. Clean |
living, much time in the open aiand plenty of exercise, have
given him a fine color and good digestion. His conversatio
punctuated with sallies of humand his infectious laugh fre-|
qguently interrupts his conversation.” Like his fathee was
powerfully built, weighing more than 200 pounds, but agil
Like his fatherhe was sent to serve apprenticeships with ba
ing houses after he graduated Harvard, rather than being
rectly inducted into a cushy partnership in the family fifime
Morgans believed that banking should be learned from the &
tom up. “Most sons of great fathers are tolerated in their pd
tions because of their parentage,” wrote one acquaintance. |
Morgan quickly demonstrated that he stood on his own
feet.” Morgan started at the Boston banking firm of Jacob
Roberts. It was while he was in Boston that he met and mar
Jane Norton Grew in 1890hey would have four children:
Junius Spencedane Norton, Franc&gacy, and Henry firgis.
He was then sent to work for eight years in the London firm
J. S. Mogan & Co., founded by his grandfathand of Mo¥
gan, Grenfell & CoThere, his knowledge of banking and
brokering was honed, and Myan developed a love for En-
gland that would last throughout his life. He even served b
stints in Paris, France ant Betersbig, Russia.

The Mogan family had established a summer home at Gl
Cove, Newvork to provide a country seat closatall Street.
About 1910, they had rented agarfarm house on East Island
a lage peninsula of land which jutted into Long Island Soun
Finding the location ideally suited their tastes, t¢or had a
palatial mansion constructed in the center of the island, cg
manding a truly majestic vista of Long Island Sound. He caII
the estate “Matinecock Pointyachting was Magan’s favor ;

Ral. | _
S ’

ite leisure activityAs one of the leading members of the Ne &
York Yacht Club, he was intimately involved in thmericas = = .
Cup races, and routinely participated in regional yacht races. Financier J P Morgan preparing for a day
His private yacht was Corsathird in a series of ships bearing yachting on his luxury yacht, Corsair Il
that name, a 304-foot long floating palace. (He would replace

this ship a little more than a decade later with yet a four
larger Corsai) Morgan was a member of a host of prestigiol¥
clubs. In the U.S., he was a member of the Union Club, the
Metropolitan Club, the Century Club, the University Club, the
Racquet Club, and the Harvard Club. In London, he was a mem-

ho visited hisnall Sreet ofices.

XY

as to hire a plainclothes detective to keep an eye on strangers

ber of the § James ClubWhite's Club, the Devonshire, and  ©ON July 3rd, 1915 a mousy-looking scholar named Etich

the Bath Club. Muenter stepped bthe train at Glentgeet $ation and hired a|

As the J. PMorgan Co s involvement in raising war loans€@" t0 take him to the East Island, Glen Cove estate of
for theAllies in Europe steadily increased, his seaid part- Morgan, millionaire financieffraveling under the alias of Fran
ners grew increasingly nervous about his accessibility by I'H_ ; i X bl
public. Mogan freely walketVall Street as he went from meet-Nidden beneath his coat. His self-appointed mission: to
ing to meeting and commonly greeted acquaintances at thefrgan and his family hostage, and force the entofld
trance of hig\all Sreet ofices. Mogan was an accident wait-'Var One. _
ing to happen — his visibility and openness made him vulner BY the summer of 1915, war nerves had already grip
able to any number of threats from cranks, anarchists, or-terfg¢ nation. In May a German submarine had sunk the Cu
ists. The only gesture to security he would allow them to talk&xury liner Lusitania, with a loss of 1,200 livédthough many

glt, he carried a valise filled with dynamite and two pistols
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Americans were eager to avoid entanglement in a “Europ@dargans believed that banking should be learned from the|bot-
War” anti-German sentiment was steadily rising throughout ttem up. “Most sons of great fathers are tolerated in their gosi-
country PresidentWoodrowWilson, long a public advocate oftions because of their parentage,” wrote one acquaintance|“J.P
American neutralityhad begun to take a more aggressive staridergan quickly demonstrated that he stood on his own fwo

against GermanyHe lifted an embago against loans to thefeet.” Morgan started at the Boston banking firm of Jacold C.

Allies, paving the way for J. Rlorgan to oganize a syndicate Roberts. It was while he was in Boston that he met and mafried
of 2,200 U.S. banks to underwrite a loan of 500 million dolladgsine Norton Grew in 189They would have four children
at 5-percent to England and France — a move unprecededignius Spencedane Norton, Francésacy, and Henry &irgis.

in U.S. banking historyd. PMorgan & Co. took on the role of He was then sent to work for eight years in the London firm of
purchasing agents for tAdlies, handling the first of what would J. S. Mogan & Co., founded by his grandfathand of Mor
eventually amount to 3 billion dollars in orders for war sugran, Grenfell & CoThere, his knowledge of banking and
plies for theAllies at only a 1-percent commission. In fact, thbrokering was honed, and Myan developed a love for En
third floor of newWall Sreet ofices of J. PMorgan & Co. gland that would last throughout his life. He even served Qrief
Had be converted into the informal Néfmrk offices for the  stints in Paris, France antl Betersbug, Russia.

nations of France, Great Britain and Russia. The Mogan family had established a summer home at Glen
Upon the death of his fathek Pierrepont Mgan, in 1913, Cove, NewYork to provide a country seat closatall Street.
J. PMorgan (known to friends as “Jack”) was heir to one of thsbout 1910, they had rented agarfarm house on East Islanfl,
most influential banking dynasties in the wokidhile biogra- a laige peninsula of land which jutted into Long Island Sound.
phers would describe him in later life as “reserved to the pokinding the location ideally suited their tastes, §or had a
of brusqueness”, the J.Forgan who commandélfall Sreet palatial mansion constructed in the center of the island, dom-
in 1915 was a very di#rent manA biographer described themanding a truly majestic vista of Long Island Sound. He called
young J. PMorgan as “big, breezyand good natured... a morehe estate “Matinecock PointYachting was Mayan's favor
attractive personality is not to be foundWall Street. Clean ite leisure activityAs one of the leading members of the N¢w
living, much time in the open amnd plenty of exercise, haveYork Yacht Club, he was intimately involved in thmericas
given him a fine color and good digestion. His conversationGsip races, and routinely participated in regional yacht races.
punctuated with sallies of humand his infectious laugh fre- His private yacht was Corsathird in a series of ships bearirg
qguently interrupts his conversation.” Like his fathee was that name, a 304-foot long floating palace. (He would replace
powerfully built, weighing more than 200 pounds, but agil¢his ship a little more than a decade later with yet a fodrth,
Like his fatherhe was sent to serve apprenticeships with ba&rger Corsai) Morgan was a member of a host of prestigiqus
ing houses after he graduated Harvard, rather than beingctlibs. In the U.S., he was a member of the Union Club,|the
rectly inducted into a cushy partnership in the family fifime Metropolitan Club, the Century Club, the University Club, the
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Morgan'’s yacht, Corsairwas one of the largest luxury yachin the world.
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Racquet Club, and the Harvard Club. In London, he was a me&weent was almost imperceptible, except on the few occagions
ber of the & James Club/hite’s Club, the Devonshire, andwhen he was seen by friends to explode in rage; most whg met

the Bath Club. him thought he merely had a mild speech impediment.
As the J. PMorgan Co.$ involvement in raising war loans ~ Muenter took his Bachel® degree in German at the Un

for theAllies in Europe steadily increased, his stafd part- versity of Chicago, graduating in 1899. In 1902 Muenterrfar

ners grew increasingly nervous about his accessibility by tied a young woman named Krembs, who acquaintanceg de-
public. Mogan freely walketivall Sreet as he went from meet-scribed as “a pleasant German-American woman,” and as|a “a

ing to meeting and commonly greeted acquaintances at thevepman of striking beautyShe taught school in Chicago for fa
trance of higvall Sreet ofices. Mogan was an accident wait-brief period. 1903 found Muenter and his wife at KangateS
ing to happen — his visibility and openness made him vulnémiversity where he took some graduate cour$esre he

able to any number of threats from cranks, anarchists, or-tergasthored a paper entitled “Insanity and Literature”, and his Wife

ists.The only gesture to security he would allow them to takgve birth to their first child, a boy

was to hire a plainclothes detective to keep an eye on strangersn 1904, Muenter hit the big time: he was accepted for doc-

who visited hidNall Sreet ofices. toral work at Harvard Universityand was permitted to teach

undegraduate courses in German language. One of the fagulty
XY members at Harvard said that “in the classroom Profegsor
Muenter was very calm and precise, and had much charm of

the U.S. in 1890; howevere would in his later life fabricate ath® only evidence of strangeness Muenter was shown wag

the

host of stories as his tenuous grip on reality slipped aMey Strange conviction that “a wonderful new language could| be

alternately claimed to have been borTéaxas oMisconsin, Puilt up out of Gaelic and Scots” (actualhewspapers pub
the son of German immigrants, or in the South as the sorfigied the report as a language built from combining “Gael

ic

landed aristocrats, or that he was of Finnish extraction forcfl Scotch” — which has a certain interesting potential in pnd

to emigrate to the Unitedt@es by Russian persecution. Reof itself...)

gardless of the fictions he contrived of his own origins, Muenter Yet his university colleagues saw dark oddities in Muéntgr

clearly evinced a natural gift for languages. He demonstrateghaviorThere were three separate occasions on which ndigh-
fluency in German, French, Spanish, and Finnish. His Gernlzots accused Muenter of blowing out the gas lights in his ed-
room in an attempt to asphyxiate his sleeping wife. Muemter
claimed that the gas had been blown out by the wind — a dom-

HARVARD TUTOR SOUGHT i"' POISON CASE | mon hazard in the days of gas lighting — and the neighbprs

™ | accusations were dismissed as eative imagination. Cer
; tainly, his landlord had vouched for Muentetaiming that
Muenter had seemed genuinely concerned for hissiifge.

Several friends recalled he obsessed over sexual matter
details of which were apparently too risqué to detail|i

friends, formed “a secret ganization for the study of medit
eval mysticism.” He showed moments of irrational behavig

-

masterpiece of German literatufe. German literary society
seethed with anger for months over thaiafProfessor Hugo

“he often came to my laboratoryfor the purpose of borrow

in the subject.” Mlnsterbgrthought Muenter was a “pathg

interesting psychological study that this man Mueh€till,

i o , o sporting a neatly groomed moustach¥aadyke beard, and
Erich Muenter as he appeared in his Harvard wife-poisoning days
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& 1 R Muenter was déible, if quiet, an excellent scholar and linguist
= T e and meticulous in the classroom. He was always neatly dressed,

(the
n

Edwardian newspapers) and one reported that he had, with some

he “discovered” a poem which he touted as a previous unknpwn
pointed out is was a fairly well-known work of Goethe. Muenter
Minsterbeg later recalled that while Muenter was at Harvard

ing books on insanitysome of these he needed to write theses
on insanity Others he would borrow because he was interegted

logical study” even before he emigrated to the U.S., and that
“the man was always interested in mysticism and metaplys-
ics”. He added “I can scarcely imagine any man being a njore



N
stylish derby hat. Cambridge police with their information. But before the Ca

While at Harvard, Muentés wife gave birth to their sec-bridge police could obtain an indictment for murder aga
ond child. By early 1906, she was pregnant a third time. Blienter the case took a bizarre turn. Muenter took his
this time, something went terribly wrong. She was, from dhildren, and his wife’ corpse, placed them all in an auton
accounts, a strong, healthy womatet with this pregnangy bile and drove to Chicago. On the 19thAgfril, he had his

| wife’s body cremated in a vain attempt
destroy the evidence of his crinfban-
doning his children to his sistsrcare,
Muenter fled the country
The Cambridge police announced

Muenter the wife-poisongaccompanied
by his description: “age 35 years; heigh
feet 9 or 10 inches; weight 150 pounc

slanting forehead, full darkandyke
beard; loose-jointed walkér

Shaving of hisVan Dyke beard, trad
ing his hall-mark derby for a soft felt ha|
Muenter left the U.S. and settled brief
in Mexico City He immediately set aboy
to create a new identity for himself. H
selected the name “Frank Holt". In ear,
1907, “Frank Holt” appeared on the dod
step of Samuel Brothers, @merican-
owned gold mining company operating
El Oro, Mexico, a small gold mining tow
about a hundred miles north of Mexig
City, seeking a position as a stenograph
One of the executives of the compar
James Dean, recalled that “Frank Ho
had proved “an excellent stenographet
kept aloof from every one in the compar

Mrs. Muenter and daughter This made much comment and attracﬂed
dly

_ ~ attention to him. He had a worried look and gazed abstrac
she seemed to grow weaker and weaker with each passing wWgel.space for a long time frequenttye never spoke a wor
Friends of the family attempted to bring in a physicianHDr 5,4t his past, even when questioned cldsely
B. Mclintyre of Boston, to attend her in her confinement (a quaint While in Mexico, Muenter did not fully sever his ties to g

but dysfunction_alx/ictori_an custom of keeping a Womar_]acquaintances made before his vaifieiurderAs he created his
housebound during the final months of pregnancy). But El’lﬁgw persona as “Frank Holt”, he sent abusive letters bag

Muenterdwr(])_uld hfave norllle of thisa.. (;'e diorl]no(;_beli_evelin ?%’s former associates at Harvard, still writing as Erich Muer]
tors, and his wite meekly acceded to the dismissal o I'-Il[e even took time to publish a rambling pamphlet which |

reward of $1,000 for the capture ¢f

florid complexion; dark hair; long face;
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Mclintyre. lesqued the death of his wife, “and told in gruesome fasiion

OnApril 16th, 1906, Muentés died before she could givenow he had put into practice his theories of revenge.” In it

birth to their third childThere was no attgnding physician ati,ted that the law had taught him that revenge was right.
her deathbed, pursuant to her husbaretjuirements. Muenter Police were quickly tipped bés to Muentes whereabouts
turned her body.over to a local undertakerE. Long, to be and dispatched investigators to Mexico City to track him do
prepared for burlal.. N . Muenter was still a few steps ahead of them: days before

Long, an experienced mortician, grew suspicious when &fived in Mexico, he had quit his job with the mining co

began embalming the badihere was something not quite righbany packed his few belongings and moved to Dallasas.
with the look of the womas'internal agans. He called in Pro-~ .\ - o necessary for “Frank Holt” to re-establish his 4

fes_soNVhltney ofthe Harvgrd Me<_j|cz?jl Shcho|\</|nl, W:AO condur(]:te mic credentials all over again. Muenter elected to enroll
an impromptu autopsyie determined that Mrs. Muenter ha mallTexas college, thagricultural and Mechanical Colleg

died from the cumulative ficts of numerous small doses o t College &tion,Texas. In this intellectual backwatémould

ar_senic.‘l’hroughout h_er cor_lfinement, her husband had fed %'3 less likely that any of his former Harvard co-workers wo
wife beef tea laced with poison. Long aititney went to the stumble across him and reveal his identijile there, he met

he

J
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~N
a young ladyLeone Sensabaugh, the daughter of a prominevduld be resigning to accept a professorship teaching Rom

Dallas ministerThey were soon married. He graduated in 19Q%nguages at Southern Methodist UniversityDallas,Texas,
with a degree in German language (when Muenter was ceffrich was scheduled to open for its first classes in Septer
tured in Glen Cove, he was wearing a gold tie pin on whiofi1915. He packed his wife and childrefi tof Dallas to live
“09” was engraved — evidentls memento of his graduation) With his fathesin-law just before the term endedis he left
During the 1909-1910 term, he servedasistant Profes- Cornell, Muenter informed his colleagues that he intende

sor of German at Oklahoma Universiylocal newspaper car spend a few days in NeVork City doing research before re
ried a notice when he joined the faculty: joining his family in Dallas. It would be the last anyone saw

“Mr. Frank Holt, the new Instructor in German, is a gradute of ~ Muenter until his arrest in Glen Cove several weeks. later
the FortWorth Polytechnic Institute and has spent several years His wife and university colleagues had not realized the
of his life in Germany and speaks German as well as English. He ot of Muenteis obsession ov&merican munitions shipment

has had several years of experience in teaching the language and . . .
comes highly recommended. He also speaks Spanish and French to EuropeW|th twisted hypocrlsythe man who had no com

fluently and has studied at the University of Berlin, and studied ~ punction about slowly murdering his pregnant wife with ar

in Rome and Paris and has traveled over Europe. He gave lec-  senic had convinced himself tenerican arms shipments t
tures on German literature in Berlin.” theAllies were immoral, and must be stopp&dd it would be

_ Most of the notice appears to be a fiction of Muest&F s o)y cause to bring an end to the bloodshed in Europe
tile brain, an attempt to establish a past for the fugitive from

Harvard.The university accepted his claims at face value with- XY
out ever investigating his veracityluentets employment there

was to be short-lived. He was frequentiffieied with insom- In Manhattan, Muenter checked in at Mills Hotel Numb

nia, and would disappear from campus for days on end. Brogd[ocated on Sevenfivenue at 36thiSfor two weeks. It was
ing over fancied injustices to himself, he grew increasingly an%(sfalge but certainly not lavish hotel, where rooms rented
that the chairmanship of the languages department had not a daypaid in advance. Clerks a{t the crowded hotel o
given to him, rather that to another professor who had serve %talled Muenter having stayed there because of the inord
the university for many years, and he was soon dropped frgf,, ¢ of mail he received, and because he had gotten in

the faculty . . :
. . .. altercation with another guest over a war notice posted
He left Oklahoma to teach Frenchvainderbilt University . g o . p_
ewspaper stand which required intervention by police to s

in Tennessee for a yeghen moved on to teach French ang M d d his fi Kin Nafork Ci h
German at Emory and Henry Collegé&/inginia for two years. . uenter devote IS Irst weexin r« City to gather
together the materials he thought he would need to en

In 1913, he obtained a position at Cornell University where . E H led 10 J o
worked towards his Ph.D. while teaching ungeaduate Ger ow of weapons to Europe. He traveled to Jersey, Glew

man and tutoring in several private prep schools in ItHdoa. Jerseywhere he purchased a .38 caliber Iver and Johnso
university was impressed by his fluence in German, French é(l%’/?r from John.S. Menagh, a hardware deslléh a box of
Spanish. Colleagues described him as “a rather reticent m%rlrldges, the pistol cost 'V'“ef“er $2.25. He ask?d the
and recalled that he strongly condemned munitions shipme\f{?sre,,dealer if the gun came with a guarantee to "work e\
to theAllies because “Germany didrget a square deal.” Pro-ime- Menagh frowned and explained that revolvers did
fessor Clark E. Northrup, of CornallEnglish Department and®°me with that sort of guarantee. Muenter had actually wa

who was a close friend of Muenteduring his stay there, stated"V© pistols, but the .38 was the only handgun Menagh h3

that Muenter had “always impressed me as a particularly saﬁ%Ck' Ot;ligingl;r/]he suggestﬁd th_aatuwluehnter try;he p dawnsf
intelligent man. His scholarship was well founded and he oseph Keechan across the stilére he purchased a use

S ! )
considered an able teacher who might have held his posvi{'%% caliber revolverFor both transactions Muenter gave |

indefinitely.” He added that, like most of the $tafthe Cornell Name as “C. Hendricks.” _ _
German language department, Muenter was “decidedly pro-Muenter then rented a cottage in Bethpage (at the time ¢
German” and that he had belonged to a newly formed soci€ggntral Park”) from Louis Ott, a local real estate broké

on campus created to discuss the war after such discuss@#¥é his name as “MPatton” and told Ott that his physician

were prohibited at meetings of the universityficial German had ordered him to move to the country for his health, and
club. he wanted a quiet, isolated place to liveTine two-room bun-

But Muenter never fgot that he was still a fugitive from galow Ott ofered him was perfectly situated tfe main road

justice. Learning that a former Harvard colleague, Profes?(ﬂd corlnplitely h|dc:‘en by treé’sllaehlagest o(fjthe tv‘lllo rooms
Kuno Francke, was planning to visit the Cornell to give a shef‘f?sdol? yr? out ten ;et square; the secon f srpa er roorg
series of lectures, Muenter decided to take a short vacatiof{ 16 y the cottagebwner are a storeroom for furniture.

New York City rather than face being exposed. He did not - )
turn until the day after Francke departed. rooms in Newyork City and the Bethpage cottage.

|Jé_suited Muentés purpose, who divided his time between his
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He received his doctorate in June, 1915. His thesis was en-FOrthe next few days, Muenter traveled through Merk,

titted “The Efect of theworks of Shakespeare on German anlaew Jersey and Pennsylvania to find the single mostimpo

French Literature”. Muenter informed the university that . R :
again and again. Finallye found a company in Long Isla

tant

Hiem he needed to execute his grand design. He was frustfated
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N
City that ofered to sell him what he so desperately wantedSa Cecil Spring-Rice. M@ran and Spring-Rice were long-tin

case of dynamitélhe sales representative informed him thditiends, and the purpose of their meeting was to hamme
the company did not, of course, keep any dynamite on handeitns for British credit for war loans to be orchestrated
would have to be special ordered and would be freightedMorgan. Late in the dayhey boarded Corsair and steamed
Bethpage by train. Glen Cove to have dinner at Myan’s mansion.

Every day for the next week and a half, Muenter visited the Sir Cecil Spring-Rice was to be Mgan's houseguest fo
Bethpage Rail Roadt&ion’s freight ofice with clockwork the weekend. M@an had invited twelve other people, in ad
regularity impatient for his shipment of high explosivestion to Spring-Rice, to his East Island estate for the week

out

by
to

i
end.

Muenter was so annoyingly insistent that the freight agehte was throwing a small surprise party in honor of his elglest

Geoge B. Carnes, finally lost his temper with hisithough son, Junius Spencer My@an, who had married a few wee
the manufactureKeystone Powder Co. of Emporium, Penrbefore and was leaving on his honeymoon later that w
sylvania, had shipped out the explosives immediatietydy- Morgan was justifiably proud of his son, who was followi
namite had lain in a Long Island Rail Road warehouse for nearlgsely in his footstep#\ few months before his wedding,
a week.The railroads safety regulations required that dynasumor was circulating that Junius Myan would soon be mad
mite had to be moved on special trains that carried no passefull partner in J. AMorgan & Co. J. PMorgan told reporters
gers or regular freight. with a broad grin “What, that youngstatthy, he's opening

Finally, on the 28th of June, the first two of three craté&tters and sharpening pencils for Kiddeeabodyup in Bos-
arrived for “C. Hendricks,” the same alias Muenter had used@)-We'll let him get some business experience before we
purchase revolvers a few days before in New Jefémyfirst Of making him a partnér
two crates containing 120 pounds of 60% dynaniite for
mulation was considerably more powerful than the standard XY
mix of dynamite, which usually contained only 40% nitroglyc-
erin. Muenters choice of manufacturer of the dynamite was TuesdayJuly 2nd was a busy day for Erich Muentée
especially appropriate in light of his mission to end munitioteft Bethpage on the 7:09 train for Pertat®®n, carrying with
sales to thallies. The Keystone Powder Co., long prominerhim two shabby suitcases and ay&abrown trunkThe trunk
as a manufacturer of dynamite for hard-rock mining, had onyas carted to the station by the son of a local livery ope
weeks before been bought out by #etna Explosives Co., named John Debul, who noticed that Muenter took great
who converted the factoryentire production to munitions forto prevent it from being jarred on the short trip to the stat

the war in Europe. then freighted to Nework City. Muenter paused in Manhattgdn

The third crate arrived on the 29th. It contained an assd#st long enough to have the trunk placed into store in a w
ment of blasting caps and fuse. Muenter arrived at the stati@se, then caught the first available traiashington D.C.
freight office at 6 p.m. Carnes told him, through the locked Arriving atWashingtons Union $ation, Muenter stopped
door, that the station was closed and he would have to retémna shave. He then rented a modest room in a boarding K

tomorrow to pick up his package. Muenter begged him to lghere he immediately set about assembling a time bomi.

him have the package, apologizing profusely for his behavigould later explain to CaptaihhomasTunney head of the
during the previous week. Finallarnes gave in and letNew York City Police Departmers’“Bomb andAnarchist
Muenter have his packagghe timing was perfecthe Fourth Squad”, that he made the device by taping together three s
of July weekend was only a few days awkach Muenter was of dynamite, then hollowing out a depression in one of the st
ready to set dfsome fireworks of his own. and filling it with the heads of “trick matches” which he h
obtained in a novelty shop in N&erk City. The matches werg

XY designed to explode when struck. He placed a glass vial f

with concentrated sulfuric acid, stoppered with an ordinary ¢

Muenter visited Glen Cove cf‘hursday\]tny 1st, arriving UpSide down next to the hole filled with match hedt® sul-

on the 3 p.m. train from Manhattan. He hired a car driven Bfic acid would eat slowly through the cork, until a few drg
Matthew Kramerinstructing him to take him to the Mgan ©f acid landed on the match heads, causing them to ignitg
estateAs they drove to East Island, Muenter questioned higiplode the dynamite — a slow chemical detonathrenter
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about the estates they passed and their owiénsn they had experimented over and over again with this arrangeiment

reached the causeway which connected East Island with m&iftil he could accurately estimate how long it would take
land, Muenter had the driver stop. Muenter clearly already Hae acid to detonate the bomb.

some knowledge of the Mgain estate: he queried Kramer about At about 3:30 in the afternoon on Friglduly 2nd, Muenter
one of Mogan’s chaufeurs, Campbell, while they drove. Hevisited the CapitolAlthough the Senate had not been in s
studied the main house for a while from a distance, then tsah since early March, the building was open to touristg
Kramer drive him back to the train station. weekdays.

While Muenter was studying the lay of the land of iy&ors In the reception hall, adjacent to tfiice Presidens pri-

estate in Glen Cove, Mgan was devoting the whole of the dayate ofice, were two lage windows which looked out to th
to a conference with the Britigtmbassador to the Uniteddes, north oveWashingtonThe deep alcove of one of these wi

for
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The US Capitol Reception Hall, &fr being shredded by a bomb devised by Erich Mueraéas Frank Holt

dows was set up with a small desk YVhiCh served as a telephong\t 11:23 p.m., the bomb exploded.
operators board, serving commodious telephone booths in- . .
tended for use by senators when Congress was in session. Since.J was sitting with my feet propped up on _my desk at

Congress was adjourned, the telephone exchange was unmanhagte basement domy post, when the explosion o_ccurred
and the desk was covered with a canvas slipc@ettind the Frank Jones, a thirty-five year veteran of the Capitol pol

desk, on a low marble window-sill, were telephone directorigghe explosion_knocked me from my chairsounded I?ke Sevr
for every major city in the U.S. eral cannon going ffaccompanied by a racket of flying glas

Muenter placed the suitcase containing the bomb in theand asound of cracking timbethought the Capitol dome ha

a - ”
cove and left the building at about 4 p.m. Passing a mail bbggpled...

he dropped a handful of letters, addressed to the President of” the Re_ception Hall, the telephong OperfSt@?Sk was
the United Sates and to the four major newspaperé/ash- blownllnto slivers .and the telephone d|rector|e_s into shre
ington DC into the slot and returned to his boarding house. [fze windows cast-iron casement was _shattgred Into fragme
packed the few belongings he had brought with him into a \?a{ld the marble of the wall pulverized into fine diiste brick

lise. For the next few hours he wandered aimlessly around W@l benea_th the marble veneer had a hole a foot in diam
streets ofVashington and three inches deep blown out ofTihe telephone booths

. . . . ere smashed and plate glass panels used as partitions
Late in the evening, he was back in the street outside b 9 b b

were standing on the Senate terrace, pacing back and forth
staring at the windows of the reception hall. Muenter then Ps
parently took a quick walk around the perimeter of the Capii(ﬁ
building before returning to his vantage point at the Senate ﬁ?er

race.Then he sat down on a bench at a nearby trolley stop.

Capitol. At 10:30, Muenter was seen by a young couple, w% %tteredThe lage glass chandelier which hung in the cen

e room was reduced to fragments and debris was bl
one end of the huge room to the otfidie ornamental
scoes which decorated the room looked like they had K
uck by machine-gun fire. Had the bomb been detonated

r, when the room was glutted with tourists, the carnage wq
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have been inestimable.

The bomb blast was heard a mile awa&ithin a few min-
utes the East Plaza outside the Capitol was filled with curiosity
seekers.

Muenter walked three blocks to Uniotafion, arriving in
time to catch the 12:10 train froWvashington to Newrork
City. Both conductor J. L. Riland and head brakeman J. N.
Purcell recognized Muenter when shown a picture of him. He
wore a “cheap suit of light material with a stripe running through
it” — the same suit he wore when he went to §éar's estate
— and a stifbrimmed straw hat. Muenter was sprawled out in
Berth 6 of Car 27. In one of the many little ironies of the case,
Washingtors Chief of Police Raymond Pullman occupied Berth
4 in Car 26. Pullman was going to N&ark City to follow up
a lead on the Capitol bombing.

The next morning, Muentesletters to the press were in the
hands of the editors of tiWgashingtoriTimes, theNashington
Star, and two other major newspaperhe letter was dated

sives. Let each nation make her own man-killing machines!

Sorry |, too, had to use explosives. (For the last time, | trust.) Itis
the export kind and ought to make enough noise to be heard
above the clamor for war and blood-mon€kis explosion is

the exclamation point to my appeal for peace!

One editor saidThere are times when one government may be
expected to speak on behalf of other countries and of humanity
in general. God bless you Mgditor, that was a timely word in
this blood-money madhouse. Let us stop this col@ssakrican
crime!

Let us have a vote on it by maille can trust the President. Let
every man and woman in favor of not being party to further
murder write to MrWilson at onceThis is necessaryhe people
financially interested in explosives have done all the talking so
far (that includes many a newspaper). For once let the rest of us
have a chancé&Vrite at once and send petitionvge would, of
course, not sell to the Germans if they could buy here, and since
so far we sold only to thallies, neither side should object if we
stopped.

~N

June 1st and was signed “R. Pearce”.

Unusual times and circumstances call for unusual means.

In connection with the Senatdaif, would it not be well to stop
and consider what we are doing?

We stand for PEACRND GOODWILL to all men, and yet,
while our European brethren are madly setting out to kill one
another we edge em on and furnish them mdecife means

of murder Is it right?

We get rich by exportation of explosives, but ought we to enrich
ourselves when it means the untoldfering and death of mil-
lions of our brethren and their widows and orphans?

By the way dont put this on the Germans or on Bryan. | am an
old-fashionedAmerican with a conscience, if it is not a sin to
have a conscience).

We are within the international law when we make this blood
money but are we also within the moral Jake law of Peace, or

of Love, or of Christ, or whatever else a Christian nation may
call it?

Are we within reason? Our children have to live after us. Europe
helped and encouraged the Balkans in their bestial ware, and
she reaped the whirlwinds. Cawe learn wisdom?

Is it right to supply an insane asylum with explosives? Or give
them to children®e even prevent our own children to kill and
maim themselves at the rate of 200 dead and 5,000 maimed on
the glorious Fourth.

How much more should we not hesitate to furnish strangers, and
they madWill our explosives not become boomerangs? If we
are willing to disregard our ideals for a dallaill they hesitate
some day when they get a changefrostitute sells out for a
dollar. Fi! Columbia too?

Wilson said in his Decoration Day speech that the war devel-
oped national spirit. Good! Now let peace make for national spirit.
Let all realAmericans say: “W will not be a party to this whole-
sale murder!"Would that not be national spirit? Better than one
based on the murder of our fellow-man.

We want prosperityyes. But Europe needs enough non-contra-
band materials to give us prosperitet us not sell her explo-

Of interest was that fact that in the letters the word “S
ate”, identifying his bombing tget, was written in after thg
letter was typedThis would indicate that Muenteat least at
the time he had typed his newspaper manifesto, was unce
what he would tayet with his time-bomb. Police investigato
at first thought that the date was a typographical eFtoey
later learned that it was not; Muenter had made up his min
late May to explode a bomb somewhere that would attract w
spread public attention to his cause, but hadetided just
which taget would be the most appropriate venue.

The President never saw the leti#atys laterhis stafwasnt
even certain it had been received... they had automatically
it away with more than 5,000 other crank letters that\thde

House had already received that year
XY

Changing trains in Manhattan, Muenter boarded the Oy
Bay branch of the Long Island Rail Road.about 8:30 a.m.
on the morning of July 3rd, Muenter steppefitbé train at
Glen Sreet Sation. He carried a suitcase filled with newspa
clippings which he hoped to use to convince dar that he
should stop armaments shipments to Eurdfsa in the suit-
case were several sticks of dynamite. In Muésterat he car
ried two revolvers and a stick of dynamit¢ Glen Sreet Sa-
tion, Muenter hired\rthur J. Ford and his automobile (first
the fleet of Glen Cove’Yellow Taxi Company”) to drive him
to the Mopgan estate, a distance of two miles. Once at the 1
sion, Muenter started towards the house.

“Oh, | fogot,” Muenter said. “I have to get my card.”

Ford watched Muenter open his suitcase, and though
saw him withdraw a revolver and slip it into his pocket. Muer
walked rapidly to the house.

Muenter walked up to the front door and rang the Bell
the dooy Muenter was met by Henry C. Physick, the §&or
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business card which read: shouting “Upstairs, MiMorgan! Upstairs, MiMorgan!” Afraid
to go into the breakfast room for fear of tipping Muentéasf
SUMMER SOCIETYDIRECTORY to Morgan’s exact location, Physick darted down a staircas
Thomas C. Lesterepresenting the basement to rally the dtéd defend the household.

“We were at breakfast in the room on the ground flsben

“1 want to see MiMorgan,” Muenter said and handed himhe butler was heard shouting from the main entrance by,
a worn business card which read: library to Mr. Morgan to go upstairs quicklythe BritishAm-
“What is your business with him?” Physick asked. bassador later recalled. 8/Mdid not know what was the matte

whether it was fire or bgtars, and the whole party left th

| cant discuss that with you,” Muenter replied. I am Aable and ran up the rear staircase, which was nearest t

old friend of Mt Morgan. He will see me.”

P to

the
.

a)

D the

\be

door”
You must tell me the business you have with him,” Physick at the top of the rear staircase they found Rosalie McCabe,
reiterated. an elderly nurse employed by the Man family to look after
Muenter pulled out both revolvers, and shoved Physick aHeir youngest children.
of the way “What has gone wrong up here?” Iidan asked. “What dg
“Don't dare try to stop me,” Muenter yelled. you want me for?”
Muenter demanded where Mgmn was. “Nothing has happened up here that | know of,” McCj4

Physick thought quickhAlthough he was well aware thatreplied. “Everything has been quiet.”
Morgan was in the breakfast room with his house-guests, heMorgan and his guests began a room by room search t

told Muenter that he was in the library — at the opposite endt8ffigure out what had caused Physick to yell out. Sir Spri
the house. Rice ran up to the third flopwhere the guest and servant

M_uenter ra_lced down the haII_ towards the library WitHuarters were located, and noticed nothing amiss.
I_Dhysmk foIIO\_/vmg a few paces behis Muenter entered the A moment laterMcCabe, who was standing near the he
library, Physick turned and ran towards the breakfast rOYPthe main staircase, located in the center of the house,

Matinecock Point, J PMorgan’s palatial mansion on East Island, Glen Cove. It was designed by architect
Christopher Grant LaFarge and was constructed 1912-1913
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out that a stranger was Coming up the stairs. cians, Drs. JW. Markoe and H. HW. Lyle, who immediately
Muenter realizing that the he had been fooled by the huti¢gft Manhattan by automobile for the two hour long drive|to
had started back to the main staircadeng the wayhe heard Glen Cove.
voices from a small side room. He entered to find ddais Dr. Zabriskie reached the Mgan house at little after 9:3p
younger children at playde pointed a pistol at them. that morning. One of Mgan’s wounds was little more thanfa
“Where is Mr Morgan?” he asked. flesh wound, the bullet having past through the muscle of his
The children didrt’ answer Muenter demanded they foI-thigh and exi_ted a few inches below his fiipe other wound
low him. Finding the main hallway deserted, he started up (pcerned him more. It appegred tq have penetrated the fower
main staircase, the children following a few steps bel#ind. part of the apd_qmmal c.avlehlch raised thg extremely dan-
Muenter reached the second floor landing, a loaded revolvePfi{OUs possibility that it hit Mgans gastrointenstinal tract
each hand, he yelled out “NoMr. Morgan, | have you!”
Seeing the pistols, Mrs. Mgan heroically tried to place
herself between Muenter and her husband gsloipushed her
aside, and lunged at Muent&tuenter fired two rounds into
Morgan before he was smashed to the ground by the 22(
bulk of the millionaire. He pulled the trigger two more times
but the gun misfired both times. Myam landed with the weight
of his body squarely on Muent€hey struggled for a moment
until Morgan twisted the revolver from Muentehand. Mor
gan had landed in such a way that he had accidently pin
Muentets left hand, holding the second revoluerthe floor
in such a way that Muenter was unable to fire it. daois wife,
Sir Cecil Spring-Rice and Miss McCabe pried the second
volver from Muentels grasp.
“I have a stick of dynamite in my pocket,” Muenter shoutd
“Take care of it.”
Realizing his attempt had failed, Muenter was overheg
by Morgan’s valet, BernardtBwart, to cry “Kill me! Kill me
now! | dont want to live any more. | have been in a perfect he
for the last six months on account of the Europeari' vigaary
this time, Physick and a small phalanx of householéiataied
with make-shift weaponry had reached the second fRbysick
had armed himself with the closest weapon that came to h
a lage chunk of hard coal. He used it to pound Muenter i
insensibility as he lay beneath Man on the floor
Ironically, Muenter had been wholly unaware that Sir Ceq
Spring-Rice and his wife were both among the §4ois house- §
guests. Had his plan succeeded, he would have had an uf
ticipated bonus among his hostages. ] ] ) ] . )
. Sir Cecil Spring-Rice, BritisPAmbassador to the Unitedt&es and
Morgan got to his feeflhe servants trussed up the dazed houseguest at Matinecock Point on the day that Holiaaked.
Muenter under Magan’s immediate supervision. Satisfied his
attacker would not escape, Mjan went to the telephone andSulgery had made great strides by 1915, but such woungs, in
called Dr William M. Zabriskie, a local physician who livedthe days before penicillin and other antibiotics, often caysed
on Highland Road and who attended to many of the Gold cogthpal infections. Zabriskie treated Man as best he could and
millionaires when they were summering in Glen Cove. H@it him to bed. Glen Cove had no hospitélere was nothing
calmly informed Zabriskie that he had been shot, and his stityone could do except to wait for the N¥ark City physi-
vices were needed. It was only then that Mrs.ddarand the cians to arrive.
household realized that Mgan had been struck by Mueriser From his bed, Majan demanded a telephone. He immedi-
bullets. Mogan assured them that he wasn’pain, and that ately called his mothewho was in Ithaca, NeXork, and told
the injuries were slight. her that she would undoubtedly be hearing that he had peen
At 9:10, Mogan telephoned hi&/all Sreet ofice. shot, but that the Wound§ were actually slight. Rbriskie
“I've been shot in the stomach.” he told hisfst@et the then attended to Muentsrinjuries. Muenter was still dazed.
' When Zabriskie asked who he was, the only thing that Mugnter
best doctor you can.” could reply was “Christian gentleman&lthough he looked
His office notified two prominent Nework City physi- much worse for wear after his encounter with §or and the
J
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coal-wielding butlerall of Muenters injuries were superficial. courage he showed towards me he would go down in histo
A few minutes latedustice of the Peaw¥dlliam E. Luystey a very great man.”

who presided over the Glen Cove Court House, and the localBut Muenter faltered in his story on at least one occas

chief of constables, Frank E. McCabhill arrived at the houssnd admitted that his purpose had been to assassinate the

They collected Muenter and his pistols and dynamite and st

case filled with newspaper clippings and carted hifhtoothe

Glen Cove Court House. On their way into the building, they. e out the following confession:

passed a young man named&arius Benham, who dreamed
more than anything else of being a newspaper repbigdrad
applied to almost every newspaper in Néavk City for a job
as reporterand had been relfafl. When he learned from
McCabhill that Mogan had been shot, and that the man who
shot him was in Glen Cowjail cell, Benham commandeered
the bicycle of a local delivery boy and rode to the telegraph
office to get ofa wire carrying the first news of Mgain's shoot-
ing to the world press.

Inside the Glen Cove Court House, Luyster and McCabhill
searched through MuentsmpocketsThey found a small slip
of paper on which was written the names of §éars four chil-
dren. He also had three ten dollar bills and an editorial cartoon
clipped out of the Philadelphia Recofithe cartoon showed
Lady Liberty pointing to a crate of fireworks, representing the
European warand admonishing Uncle Sam that they are “dan-
gerous fireworks”. More ominouslthey found a schedule of
sailings for merchant vessels leaving N¥avk, on which sev-
eral ship departures were circled.

Muenter still clinging to his identity as “Frank Holt,” ex-
plained to Luyster and McCabhill in a quiet, methodical manner
exactly what his plan for the Mgan household had been.

“I have a well-trained mind and | studied for a long time as

I, F. Holt of Ithaca, N.Y, formerly professor of French of Cornell
University, make the following statement:

| have been in Nework ten days, and made a previous trip to
Mr. Morgans a few days ago. My motive was to try to influence
Mr. Morgan to use his influence in the manufacture of ammuni-
tion in the United fates and among millionaires who are fi-
nancing the war loans, to have an ergbgyut on shipments of
ammunition so as to relieve tAenerican people from complic-
ity in the deaths of thousands of our European brothers.

If Germany should be able to buy munitions here we would posi-
tively refuse to sell them to hdor the reason that tiéemerican
people have not put an embgaron themWe are getting rich in
the selling of ammunition, but we do not get enough prosperity
out of the shipment of non-contraband, and would it not be bet-

ter for us to make what money we can without causing the slaugh-

ter of thousands in Europe?

| am very sorry | have caused the gan family this unpleas-
antness, but | believe that if Mlorgan would put his shoulder

to the wheel he could accomplish what | had intended to do. |
hope he will do so anyway did not mean to injure him, but |
wanted him to do the work | could not do myself, and hope that
with the help of God he will do this, as we must stop our part in
the killing of Europeans.

- F. Holt.

With very little prodding from Luyster or McCahill, Muentg

In the afternoon, Holt was brought before Justice of

to what would be the proper course for me to pursue beforigelace/\ﬁlliam E. Luyster at the Glen Cove Court House to

decided to take the matter up with.Nitorgan personally. |

wanted to go to every manufacturer personalhd persuade
him to stop this trdiic. It was physically impossible for me to
do this, but MrMorgan, with his great influence could do wha

was impossible for me, and so | decided to apply to him.”

arraigned.The court room was packed with reporters a
gawkers. Even two competing newsreel camera crews hal
P their cameras in the court room.

Holt, his bloodied clothing seized as physical evidence,
been loaned an blue gersuit that fit him like an overcoat.

He explained that it had been his intention to takegd0s  \un his head bandaged with a thick white cloth, his eye bla

wife and children hostage. Muenter intended to seal them ito
a room while he forced Mgan to do his bidding to stop muni-

tions shipments to Europe. He had planned to cut a small K18

with his pocketknife in the doorway of the room he placed the

Morgan family in, through which he intended to pass food difgainst Holt. _ _ _
ing what even he perceived would have been a lengthy siege. Frank E. McCahill, being duly sworn, says that he is
At first, Muenter claimed that his shooting of Man had formed and so believes that on the 3rd day of 19¥5, in the

been accidental.

“I shot to frighten himYou see, | wanted to talk to him. He
came running angrily towards me as soon as | saw him arqB

township of Oyster BgyNassau Counfy®ate of NewYork,
Frank Holt, late of Ithica, did commit the crime of assault|

ed and closed, the thin college professor made a prepq
spectacle as he was ushered into court by a constabl
From the bench, Justice Luyster began to read thgehg

the first degree, and that in the time and place aforesaid, h
A illfully, maliciously and feloniously go to the home of J.

shot to frighten him so that it would be possil_)le to avoid a rTWforgan at East Island, and with intent to do bodily harm to
up and so | could place mygaments before him... the bu”etssaid J. PMorgan, and to kill him, did fire two shots at the s3

which | intended to go wild struck him.”

Muenter added “he would not have been shot if he had A inflict grievous bodily harm upon the said JM®rgan...”

been violent.”
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J. P Morgan with a revolver with leaden ball cartridges, ahd

Holt raised his hand and began to protest, but was sile

“I admire Mr Morgan’s courage,” he concluded. “If heby the constableThe crowd in the courtroom had crept-f
would display a quality of moral courage equaling the physicaérd as Luyster read the ches, clogging the space betwegn

ced
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Erich Muenter (left) under arrest at the Glen Cove Court House. In the center is Frank McCahill

the rail and the prisonérhe newsreel crews protested that the Muentets confession was telegraphed, as standard proce-
onlookers were blocking their shot. dure, to the lager police departments around the courltnry
I wish you gentlemen in front would all be seated,” Luystd¥ashington, Captain Robert Boardman, chief of the detecfives
admonished. “There are some moving picture men here tryiligision and one of the lead investigators assigned to the Capi-
to take pictures, and let us let them have them.” tol bombing, read over the confession. He noticed a strange
Luyster asked Holt how he pled to the gjes: similarity of language between “Frank Hslt'confession an
“ S ) . . the “R. Pearce” letters sent to the press. In fact, so had the
Have the part about doing it willfully and intending to k"k’\ewspaper reporters who had already begun to swarm to|Glen
taken out,” Holt said. “Bu know that it not true.” Cove. Muenter steadfastly denied any participation in the api-
“This is the language of the code,” Luyster replied. Hdll bombing. He claimed that he had spent the day in Marhat-
asked again that the language of thegdmmbe changed to elimi-tan, and had lunched at the hotel in which he was regist¢red.
nate “willfully,” which was again denied, before he entered HReporters quickly checked the story; no one at the hotel cpuld
plea of “Not Guilty” Justice Luyster adjourned court, and reremember him being there on the 2nd of July
manded Muenter to the Mineola jail until a preliminary hear Muentets confession had read “If Germany should be gble
ing could be held ofthursday July 8th. to buy munitions here we would positively refuse to sell t
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to her for the reason that tienerican people have not put arHenry P Davison, who owned a summer home in Lozt

embago on them.The “R. Pearce” letter included a sentendey, was in London, assigned to negotiate the details of a 1
that read “Vé would, of course, not sell to the Germans if theyive war loan to the French government.

could buy here, and since so far we sold only toAties, By 9:45 a.m., the news had reactwdll Street itself on

neither side should object if we stopped.” news ticker tapewall Streets leading bankers, brokers arn
Playing a hunch, he telegraphed to his commandiigeof financiers began to make their way to JVBrgan & Co. to

Major Pullman, who was still in NeXork City: enquire as to Mgrans conditionAmong them werd. Burton

Hepburn, of the Chase National Banke@hen BakerPresi-
Ascertain from FHolt, in custody at Glen Cove, NX., for shoot- dent of the Bank of Manhattan; and Jerome J. Hapauer of K
ing J. P Morgan, his whereabouthursday and Fridayas he Loeb and CoThe Mogan Co.s doorman, Gege Miles, gave
may have placed the bomb in the Capitol here Friday night. everyone the same prepared statementMdrgan was rest-

ing easilyand that the sgeons did not expect to find the woundls

Pullman contacted Inspect@ood of NewYork Police dangerousA battery of Mogan Co. stdfwere assigned to an
Department, and asked for his assistawaad, in turn, placed g er a constant stream of telephone calls.

him in c;ontact W|_th Constable McCah_lll in Glen Coxdter In Glen Cove, Drs. Markoe angle took chage of Mok
further interrogation of MuenteMcCabhill was able to sent a

_ gan. One of the wounds was clearly just a flesh wound..,

telegraph t&Vashington: bullet had passed through M@an's groin, bounced bhis hip-
bone, and exited through the back of his thidte other wound
Frank Holt placed dynamite bomb in Capitol building atM.P was of greater concerithe path of the bullet was not we
yesterdayLeft Washington on midnight train for Nevork. Con- defined. For a while, the doctors were of the opinion that

fession 5:30 M. this evening.

Pullman immediately started for Glen Cove by car to jop.'enetrated into the abdominal cavity en route. No X-ray ajf
. . . " N ratus was available in Glen Cove. Faced with the necessi
in on the interrogation of “Frank Holt

In Cambridge, Massachusetts, another police detectiveac,azed Mogans servants to search the hallway where he

reading _the p_olice desgription of ‘.‘Frank.HoIt” which had 4%een shot for the bullets. Surprisingbpth spent bullets werg
companied his confession. Captain Patrick#irley, who had found on the carpet, overlooked in the commotion,

been assigned to the Muenter wife-poisoning case nine years

previously saw a strange similarity in the description of “Frank Nl;]rss S WeLQﬁt;LougEt meraan I\/J(aghattan t_o lqttegdlcgﬂlnr
Holt” to their departmens’description of the fugitive Muenter In eight-hour shiftsAnother Newvork City specialist, ul-

Both descriptions were of a man about five foot, ten inches tyf" arrived to consult with Markoe and/le. After their ex-

dark hair long, thin face, and a high or slanting foreheenti amination, it was determined that neither of Muéestbulllets
both descriptions made special note of the fact that he wa¥@g not struck any vital gan.

bullet had lodged at the base of ans spine, and might have

nas-

bhn,

the

I
the
pa-
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probing for the bullet, a dangerous and painful procedure, they

nad

h

“loose-jointed walkef a symptom of a lengthy illness which ~ As Morganss houseguests were ferried back to Manhattan

» by yacht, the estate quickly became an armed camp. Seve
the local police, carrying shotguns and revolvers, were detg
to the Mogan mansion to guard the household. Nassau Co
grherif Pettit sent an additional twelve mditnree more dic-
ers from the Newrork Police Department were loaned
strengthen the forcAn armed police dicer was placed at every

doctors nebulously defined as “tuberculosis of the bones.

Like hisWashington countepart, Hurley decided to play a
hunch and sent b& photograph of the fugitive wife-poisoner
He contacted McCahill in Glen Cove, describing Erich Muent
who he had known personally before the murifierenter was
so badly bruised and battered that McCahill couldwnen be-
gin to identify him from Hurleys description. Hurley promisedemramce to the house, and the rest were scattered arou

to send a photograph of Muenter as quickly as possible, hop?r"? te. Charlt_es Price,,, gatekeeper on the estatg,_had been
that Muenter had finally been captured. with a repeating rifle.”l wouldr’let you in even if it were not

against orders for they might take a pot shot at you,” he tg

Xy Times reporter“There are a score of men with shotguns

It wasWilliam H. Porter a partner in J.Morgan & Co., chances... i
who had received Mgans phone call informing them that he_ ' at Saturday was to have been the first of several d
had been shot. Portevho owned an estate (now part of thQetween thé&mericas Cup yachts Resolute a\;{dnltle, along
Glen Cove Municipal Golf Course) in Glen Cove which eveft c0Urse between Glen Cove and Greenwich, Connect
looked Mogans island retreat, was the only partner in the o}i09an was part owner of Resolute, which had been builg
fice at that hour on a Saturday morning. He was soon joine Bﬁ sole purpose of defending #ericas Cup from a chal-
partner DwightV. Morrow. The rest of the partners who madé€n9€ by SiThomas Lipton. Newrork Yacht Club Commo-
up J. PMorgan & Co. were located and notified of the shoofl0"¢ Geae F Baker Ji a long-time friend of M@ans and
ing. Charles ®ele andWilliam P. Hamilton were at home. whose father had been allied with the.JMBrgan & Co. for

ThomasWV. Lamont was on vacation in Klamath Falls, Oregm[lT.],any years, was aboard h's yaelking, stationed dfGreen—
wich as the regatta committee bdstl pm, the hour at which

there on the ground3hey are men who are not taking afy

ral of
iled
inty
o}

d the
armed

Id a
up
els

cut.
for
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Resolute and/anitie should have hove into viethere was ment on the Mayan grounds are closed to strangéhst rule
nothing on the horizon. Shortly thereafter Resotutainch  will apply night and day
came along sideiking to inform Baker and the other members By sunset, there were more than thirty armed policeme
of the committee that Mgan had been shatiking immedi-  the estate, with a uniformed policeman stationed at every
ately returned to Glen Cove, to find both Resolute\éanttie trance to the M@an home. Corsair was anchoretiEdst |s-
at anchor and their crews ashovéth his typical panache, land, and her Ige searchlight was pressed into service to sw
Morgan sent word to Baker and the captains of the two yactis beach facing Long Island Sound searching for anyone
that the race shouldribe abandoned on his account. might try to enter the island by way of the beach.

Late in the afternoon, Junius M@an and his new bride-ar
rived at the main gate of the estate, already besieged with news- XY
paper reporters from NeXork. He was totally unaware that
his father had been shot, and was shocked at the sight of arme@ack at the Glen Cove Court House, Justice Luyster
servants manning the gate. He was taken to a small cott@g@stable McCahill gave Muentsrsuitcase another caref

N on
en-

eep
who

and
|

near the main gate, and broken the néwsong the stdfthere inspection.They discovered in a small pocket a handwritfen

the
itol,

was idle gossip that the number of guestsgdarhad invited |etter addressed to “His Majesty the German Kaiser”. Like
to his weekend partyhirteen, had been a bad omen from thetters he mailed out at the time of the bombing of the Cap
start. it was signed “R. Pearce”, and outlined Muetgefiews on
XY foreign policy:
At 6:30 in the evening Muenter was driven to the County | hope that you will listen to my plea in the same spirit in which
jail in Mineola, escorted by Constables McCahill &¥itiam itis made. Let me assure you that | represent theAdeaiican,
. . i.e., the reahmerican as he is in his heart of hearts. My name is
E. Hults and Deputy Sheisszhoma_s Qampbell and Phineas either known to you or will be in a day or two, so ddfush
C. Seaman. Before he was taken inside and locked up for the this letter aside as of no importance.
night, Muenter was allowed to pose a second time for newsreel _ _ o o
cameras. then was permitted to send his wife a brief cryptic We Americans have your best interests in mind and are striving
S . W N to aid the unfortunate European belligerents, but in order that
telegram which s_lmply read “Man proposes, qu dISpOS.eS. we may be able to work for youfettively we must find you
Don’t come here till you get letters.” He was then given a quick  reasonable and exhibiting the spirit of humanity and not of land
physical by the jai physician, DrGuy F Cleghorn, and pro- grabbing, if you will pardon the expression.
nounced fit for incarceration. Investigators from the Nassau . .
L ; ! . Recently when we went int&/era Cruz to help the Mexicans
Coumy Dlstr!cﬂtForneys office, Nassa}u County PO|!C(—?‘, New settle their troubles, many of the representatives of your nation
York City Police (including both detectives and specialists from  who were over here at the time could not understand our move
their crack “Bomb and\narchist Squad”)Washington DC ehxcep:]i“ the light of 'T\f_m:] grabbing/e COULO' not eXPlalin t_Oh .
: . : them that we were unselfish in our motives, that we merely wishe
_l:)(_)“ce_’ and Secret Service began to descend upon the Mineola to help the unfortunate parties in Mexico settle thefiadifties.
jail to interrogate Muenter WeAmericans, therefore, in order to sympathize with any Euro-
At the Mogan estate, Drs. Markoe anglé issued a writ- pean nation, must not get the impression that she is contemplat-
ten statement to reporters gathered at the entrance to the Mor "9 the seizure of land that does not belong to her by nature.
gan estate: If, for instance, France should ask for the French-speaking por
tions of Lorraine, or Italy for her Italian population Aarstria or
W L Serbia for adequate seaports, that would seem reasonable to us,
bA“futrth(?rdexa;mmaltlon of Mr_I;/I(IJrganST;vounds_ts_hOW?tt;\at the and we would sympathize with such demands. But when we
‘u ets '_ notinvolve an?’/ vital gan. The conaition of the pa- hear of Germany contemplating to annex Belgium, or of En-
tient continues excellent. gland wishing to take German Southnerica, then we get im-
patientAnd all of these things have nothing to do with the ques-
An obstruction was placed at the entrance to the bridge, tion of who will be victor in battle.
designed to \.NreCk any motor vehicle WhICh.trIEd t(.) run through We feel here that the gigantic struggle is not to be laid at the
Fhe pheckpm_nt co_ntrolled by gatekeeper Pnce.- PrICQ had traded qoor of anybody particulait is the outcome of the natural growth
in his repeating rifle for a revolvein the evening, Price was of the nations and of commercial rivalry which is perfectly le-
relieved by four policemen armed with shotguns or rifles. gitimate and healthyThat the friction caused by such rivalry
“ ) . was not eased by mutual understanding, we think, was caused
One thing you may depend upon,” Price told reporters, by the fact that the men as the head, instead of applying their
“nobody will pass this bridge again unless known to one of us  private Christianity to public &irs, are icebound by a long tra-
until he has been subjected to the most searching examination, 4iton of lying diplomacyso-called.
M.I‘. Morgan permitted persons to enter freely before, but he  the people, fortunateigre not responsible for such ‘diplomacy
will be carefully guarded from now owhy, Mr. Morgan was The ‘diplomat’ must be annihilated, must disappear from the
so democratic that he would even walk out into his grounds to  Governments of the world, and his place must come a Christian
talk to persons who had come to beg favors from him. He was Staésman who s big enough to see the needs of the other coun-
. . . try. Why does a Christian business man get along without war?
universally kind to all. But unless | receive orders to the con-  gecause he is sensible enough to know that peace and generos-
trary, nothing like that will be permitted again. From this mo- ity pay better in the end.
J
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dition fully, I think. We read some of the stories published

If, then, theAmerican heart and mind and means are to help the newspapers and were Surprised at their accl’Jracy

you, we beg of you not to allow any reports of selfish aggran-

n

dizement come to our eak&le feel that such an attitude would In the afternoonAssistant DistrictAttorney Charles R.
not lead to a real settlement, but merely lay the foundation for ~ \Weeks, who had been assigneficadl responsibility for the
more war case by Nassau Counstrived at the Magan estate in com-
Affectionately pany with police dicials to investigate the crime scefitey
set up shop in thefife of the estate superintendant, MacGregdor
- R. Pearce and began to take statements from all of the servants who were
a witness to the shooting.
XY Throughout the daya number of other Gold Coast estgte

owners stopped at the Myan estate and left their cards along

Daily newspapers around the world carried the news of tfth their good wishes. Included in the list werédCCoffin; J.
Morgan shooting as headline news on Sunday morning, the gfftker Kirlin;W. D. Guthrie; Mrs. Henry.ADavison with her
of July. son and daughter; Mr & Mrs Harry Paywitney;William F.

Early in the morning, Mrs. Junius Spencer Nem, Mrs. Sheehan; Mortimer Sclijfand J. B. ClawaWilliam H. Porter
Herbert L. Satterlee, Henry Mgain, and other members of thavas allowed up to the mansion and had a brief visit with-M

or

family were driven to the Lattingtown chapel (a small Episcgan. On departing he told reporters “I have the best of neys.”

pal chapel which later evolved intt Sohns Episcopal Church More than 400 telegrams had poured into the Glen Cove

ele-

of Lattingtown) to attend servicefwfiated by RevJohnW. graph ofice from around the world, expressing their hopes for

Gammack of Glen Cove. Neither Man’s wife, who newspa- Morgans speedy recoverfven parsimonious-looking John

pers reported was “bordering on collapse” over the shootimy, Rockefeller sent one. In France, the French Society of
nor his motherwho had reached the estate late the previditecal Economy passed a resolution hoping for tyaors re-
evening by automobile and was herself “in a serious nervaussery and asked the citizens of Paris to visit Ameerican

Po-

condition” over her sos’brush with death, attended service$-hamber of Commerce to inscribe their names in a guest ook

In Glen Cove, all of the churchesfefed prayers for there as an indication of their sympathy
Morgan’s speedy recoveryhe esteem was genuine. Igan Cecil Spring-Rice returned to Mgein estate... the only
was well-liked by most of the residents of the commuAlty member of the weekend group allowed to do so. Late Sur
though he tended to remain aloof, like many of the Gold Coa$ternoon he went out for a ride in one of lgfan’s cars, driven
estate owners, he lacked the arrogance and pomposity oftthélorgan family chaudtur James Paddison, to vigillard
nouveau riche. He was known to tip his hat to local fishermBn Sraight at his Greenvale estat&hout two miles from
who were hauling up an especiallydarstriped bass from theGreenvale, a lowlong dark-colored touring cgpassed them
waters of his island. Mogan was relentlessly pursued by that high speed. Paddison noted that there were six men i
press during his comings and goings from East Island; his pokar As Paddison turned a curve he saw that the touring car
was that if a newspaper reporter could catch him, the repostetched across the rodthe men were standing spread acrg
had the right to have his question answered (even if the anstlierroad, their arms outstretched as if trying to signal Padd

day

N the
was
SS

son

was wholly tongue-in-cheek). Many residents of Glen Cove totikstop. Paddison, rather than stopping, put his foot dowmn on

a perverse pride in misdirecting reporters as to his whereabaitlits,accelerator and aimed directly at two of the men on the
sending them éfon wild goose chases into the farmlands aff the roadAt first, they seemed stunned that he wastop-
surrounding communities. ping, then jumped out of the wayaddison didi’slow down
Morgan had S|ept well during the nigﬁ'he first th|ng he until he was Safely inside the gates of tm@ht estate. He
did in the morning was demand his pipe and then ordereteported the incident to the police back at theddarestate.
hearty breakfast... both good signs.
An X-ray machine was brought to the Man estate from XY
NewYork City. It showed that both bullets had passed through
muscle onlynot breaking bone or striking any internajams. In Mineola, the interrogation of Muenter continuddhe
Morgan’s temperature was normal, an optimistic sign that iprisoner was weak. He had lost a fair amount of blood from

side

the

fection had not begun to set in. pummeling that Frank Physic had given him, and had eaten

Junius Mogan relayed the news to the reports who still cluittle or nothing since he was brought to the Mineola Jile

tered the entrance of the estate. He declined their requestsa#rs were concerned that he had taken poison, and broug
an interview at the mansion. Dr. Cleghorn to examine him. Cleghorn announced that Mue

- ) ) ) j
“We have decided not to permit anyone to come to the hOLrPS%rely had “an intestinal disorder which frequently was as

except members of the familyhe said. “It was my fathér ciated with mental d'.s cases. . .
. . o Throughout the interrogation, Muenter claimed that
wish, and of course | must abide by it.

When asked if he could give additional details aboyglggévr:gézzgl:;ﬁ:?:;Zecjai;hea:nh:usrlgsslar purpose

Morgan’s condition, he stated “No, the bulletins cover his con-

htin
nter
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A NewYork City police detective asked Holt if he was athe train to Newrork.” Here, Muenter slipped again. He e
anarchist. He shook his heddhey asked him if he was a soplained to police that the reason he had to hurry back to

cialist. He said quietly “Not yet.”

One Newvork City detective bluntly asked Muenter whether

or not he thought he was insane.

“1 havent been able to settle that question yet,
responded mattef-factly. Luyster andVeeks were extremely
circumspect in déring their opinions relative to Muenter

sanity; both suspected Muenter would try to raise an insar{ﬁg

defense at his trial. But Chi#filliam J. Flynn of the United

States Secret Service was more forthright. He pronounc%r , X . .
minous planned... something scheduled to occur in spife of

Muenter “unbalancedThe jail's physician, DrCleghorn, pro-
nounced him “a fit subject for Matteawan.”
Captainfunney NewYork City Police Departmerg’homb

Part of Holt's letter to his father-in-law

expert, asked Muenter for details about how he had made the
bomb which he had detonated in the Capitol, which the news-

papers had dubbed “the infernal machine.” He played

Muentefs ego, feigning amazement at how the German-lan-
guages professor could have devised such a brilliantly-con-

ceived timing mechanism.

“There wasrt’ any guesswork about it,” Muenter said
proudly “I had experimented, not once, but many times. | knew

just what | was doing, and how to do it. | really didake any

chances, for all my observations had been checked up, and |

knew when the bomb would gofaflmost to the minute... |

knew how much time | had. So | hung around while the acid
was eating its way through the cork. | pulled out my watch and

said to myself that it ought to be goind pfetty soonAnd,
sure enough, it did go fopretty soonThen | hurried to catch

» Muent&pout the quantity of dynamite he had on hand. Cryptidady

~N

York was “to kill Mr. Morgan.”
Throughout hour after hour of interrogation, Muenter
fused to provide certain details about his plans, and espe

would only state that oWednesdayJuly 7th, he would tell all
Some of the detectives working on the case believed

ents or violent pacificist, time to escape the couBtryoth-
§ were beginning to feel that Muenter had something N
0

Muenter being securely behind bars.

“1 will tell you all about that olVednesdaybut onWednes-
day the whole world will know he had told Nework Police
CommissioneVoods.

Reporters asked Commission&bods of the Newrork
Police Department whether or not Muenter had accomplig

“1t would be very dangerous to say no to that question,
said. “In an investigation like this it is riding for a fall to elim
nate any possibility until the facts put it absolutely out of
guestion. Personally think this man acted by himself and d
his own initiative... but there could be no development in
case so startling that it would surprise me.”

During a break in the interrogation, Muenter was allow
to write a brief letter to his fathém-law in Dallas.

| had heard last night that you had telegraphed for particulars,
but as | had already written and telegraphed Leone, and as the
papers have gave your intervidwdid not think you needed any
more particularsThe papers must have had plenty of them. How
terrible it all looks now and how dérent from my plansWhat

can | say can console you and the family? It is too much all at
once! My heart and brain are in such agony that words cannot
express. | fear that you wish to come here, but | hope that you
will not do that. | am well taken care dfhe Gr[and] Jury can-

not meet until Septembédram held without bail on plea without
guilty, and so | just wait, though | wish death might come to end
it all at once. Life under these conditions is unspeakably hor
rible.

Yet, | think, | did right! Only my plans did not come out as |
intended. | went to the Mgan house in order to force M@an

to use his great influence to stop the shipment of explosives.
That's why | took some explosives with me, in order to be able
to demonstrate ad oculus what the use of machines of murder
means, but of course | did not wish to hurt any one. | wanted him
to be in the same danger (him and his family) that we are impos-
ing upon Europe. | wanted to send him out to the manufacturers
and me of influence to plead with them for raler[ican] neu-
trality, while 1 hold his wife and dear children as hostages in
some upper room of the house. | found the three children in the
parlor, and asked them to come upstairs with fifeey came.

No objection, | walked ahea@hat was my mistake. If | had
been behind them, all might have beeff[eii€nt] now

When | reached the top of the stairs Mrs. Mfo1] came scream-

ing toward me, and MiM[organ] behind hemMNow, instead of
stopping and giving me a chance all werftimfan explosion of
excitement. No chance for explanation!. Mforgan jumped at

me, although | held a revolver in each haFhis physical cour

age overruled my moral couragie rolled on the hall floor

tried to shoot in the gibut someone grabbed my hand and pressed
it down, at least that is the only explanation of Miforgan]

on

K-
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Fe-
ially

that

enter was trying to give his co-conspirators, either Gertnan
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being hurt. suspiciouslytold them it would cost $2 (eighty years latae

Of course, all was over in a few minutes and | was unconscious same tl’ip costs onIy about $3)hey shook their heads and

for a while. Soon | was in their hands and learned to my sorrow
that Mr. M[organ] was hurt, for he was to go out and do the started dftowards East Island on foot.

work that | could not ddlhe slaughter must be stopped, and we At first, estate superintendent MacGregor passédhef
must stop helping it orthe people must rise to arealization of - wmystarious Germans” as harmless cranks attracted to the

their best interest and demand the emban arms. Let us hope C . .
it will come soon. If not, our children will have to ferf the tate by the pUbI'Clty in the world press. More Ilkeﬂ}ey were

es-

consequences, if not even our own generation. | have triedtodo  merely curiosity seekers, drawn like dozens of others to|the

my duty Now the rest of the country must do theirs. God bless  scene. But MacGregor decided not to take any chances.

He

us all. I am in His hands, so doworry about me. took five of the policemen assigned to guard the estate|and

With much love,
- Frank walkers.

F. Worthington Hine was giving a lge Independence Day

scoured Glen Cove for the German bicyclist and the Gerfan

Muenter took a few minutes to complainiarden Hults dance on the evening of the 4th of July at his Glen Cove gum-
of the Mineola jail that the guards had shown him disrespect/Bgr home. Hine was the son of the President of the First|Na-
calling him by his first name, and requested that he be referf@fal bank, and was himself owner of the Keystone Powder
to as “Mr Holt”. The warden provided him with the latest Nevic0-As his guests were departing at 3 a.m., he heard a noige on

York City newspapers, in which he read the accounts of &g Piazza and saw that a man had been trying to climb
the Capitol bombing and the shooting of igan. He pro- Porch postand had fallen to the groudother two men were

nounced the coverage “very satisfactory”, and told Commfeen sprinting across the estatan. Hine, accompanied by

the

sionerWoods that he thought the publicity garnered from tHeonald Bayne, son of the president of Seaboard National Bank,
acts would help him to obtain his objective. He eveareti hopped into a car and headed after them in hot pursuit. How-
his opinions on the Kaisgthe King of England, and the Cza€Ver Hine ran the car into one of the walls which surroundgd a

of Russia: “It would be a good thing if they were blown ug€ighbofts estate, and the chase ended as quickly as it hafl be-

Then the people would have some chance of getting their righ€n-

Some of the more sensational newspapers in¥eCity XY
carried articles claiming that Muenter was being given the “third
degree” in Mineola jail. Major Pullman of thigashington DC By the 5th of JulyMorgans condition had improved that

police explained to reporters it was far from the truth. i
“ . . h(%use, and the nursing dtdécreased to only a day nurse angl
The third degree stories are not true. Holt was not pu

ht .M isited bwvilliam H. Port dth
through any third degree, but was handled with extreme gengﬁg nurse. Magan was visited billiam orierandney

. 2="'chatted for awhile. Junius Spencer gan commanded hig
ness.The story that he was walked up and down in the jail her's beloved sailing yacht, Greyling, in the Larchmyaitht
night is a mistake. Nothing like that occurred.” He added t ’ |

Muenter was “a grouchy sort of man, not a crook... but a hig iry ly difficult to keep Mogan in bed

educated man with fine sensibilities... he is easily insulted, angAﬁ atv-filled d M inced hi het
guestioning him had to be a matter of extreme tact.” er two anxiety-filled days, M@an convinced his mothe

ﬁfub's regatta for 50-foot class boats. It was becoming incré¢as-

Drs. Markoe and yle were no longer staying constantly at the

a

to go out for an overnight sail aboard Corsair to calm her nenves.

XY
Dallas:
The attempt to take Mgan and his family hostage sent a

chill throughout the upper crustAferican societyClarence Mr. Frank Holt, Mineola, L. |.

MaCkay who had an estate in ROSlyn HanmtitionEd his Everything is all right. It is your duty now to rest and let your
local justice of the peace for a permit to carry a pistol; he was ones and God take care of ysil.your friends send loveThey

not alone in his request. Mortimer S¢hFrank Doubleday are so kind to us here. If you can let us know that you get this do
and other millionaires living in the estate district between Oys- %

ter Bay Cove, Mill Neck and East Norwich petitioned Nassau - Mrs. Frank Holt

County to form a “police district” in their neighborhood to pro-

tect themselves and their families against future terrorist at- Later in the dayL.eone Holt gave an fifial interview to
tacks. the press in Dallas. She stated that he had never exhibitedl

In Glen Cove, people began to see mysterious “Germans
behind every bush. Someone notified McCahill thata manw
a German accent had bicycled up to the entrance of thgalor
estate, but was turned away when he asked to seddvizan. i .
Two young Germans had approached John Ford, a local ga%aénst wealth.
owner, and asked how much it would cost them to hire ar%g:lr
and driver to take them to the Myan estate. Ford, eyeing the

ad planned to go to Ne¥ork City only to do some “specia

J

On July 5th, Holt received a brief cable from his wife [in

any

ocialistic tendencies,” and that “the great misfortune that has
fme to him is due solely to a nervous breakdown.” Frank Holt

research”. She added that her husband had “no class prejudice

Muenter was not yet aware that the police investigators|had
egun to suspect that he was not “Frank Holt” but Erich Muenter
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The newspapers that he was shown on the previous day didwvtdth he always worn at Harval#ood announced to the oth¢

=

yet carry the news that Hurley in Cambridge had been in tounhestigators that it “was impossible for me to make up jmy

with local police. But by July 5th, they were all carrying theind whether he is Muenter or not,”

story of how a deranged Harvard professor had poisoned his« 1 resemblance would be almost conclusive, exceptlthat

wife and disappeared in 1906 — and identifying "Frank HOIfy, ¢ ey spoke quickly and cleaflyre said to his colleagues.
o be that man. “Holt drawls and is indistinct.” He wasncertain whether the
Since Muenter had never been arrested, there was0 é@kech pattern was due to the fact that Muenter was weak
mal police description of hint.he French “Bertillon system” sick, or that he was purposely trying to disguise his voice.
of identifying criminals was still widely in use. It used detailed “He cannot be induced to answer an " bou
descriptions of certain parts of the bpayd was far less accu- ) Yy questions abou
rate than fingerprints in proving identification beyond a re§2St: | asked him where he was born. He said he coulg

sonable doubt. But throughout the countrgwspapers had remember| asked him when he was married. He thought

received photographs of “Frank Holt”, disheveled and balnd time before he answeretifhenWoods asked him othey

and

his
not
a

daged, standing in front of the Glen Cove Court House asar'rl?Stions about his earlier life, he put his hands to his heagl and

was led away to the Mineola jaind immediatelyformer uni- complained of “pains in his. brain”.
versity colleagues who had been intimately acquainted with CharlesApted of Cambridge, who had known Muenter fo

Erich Muenter contact both press and police to identify “FragRveral years, was the first of a long line of people to arrije
Holt” as the missing murderer Mineola to try to prove “Frank Holt” to be Muentafter view-

Ironically, one of thé\ssistant DistricAttorneys had once
worked with MuenterCharles I1Wood had been at Harvardffom Muenter

Two specimens of “Frank
Holt's” handwriting — his let-
ter sent toThe Washington
Times on the occasion of hi
bombing of the Capitol, and
letter to his fathem-law —
were shipped dfto Boston
handwriting expertw. E.
Kingston to be compared wit
existing letters written by
Muenter Kingston pronounced
them to be identical.

The Cambridge police bef
gan locating other people wh
had known Muenter personally
while he was at Harvard, real-
izing that it would be necessaity
to send them to Long Island tp
identify him in person. Harvarg
was a fairly tight-knit commu-
nity; though lage, almost ev-
eryone knew everyone eithg
socially or professionallyln
addition to faculty members|,
the list included Muentés
former landlord, two newspat

~ )

=

O

=

per reporters, even the maypr

of Cambridge, Timothy W.

Owen Egan displays Muent&s trove of explosives to reporters -
9 piay P P Good.William J. Corcoran, the

during the 1905-06 semestdoing post-graduate work in Ger District Attorney for Middlesex County announced that,| if

ing him in his cell, he announced that he was “a dead rinfjer

r
at

man as well as teaching a few urgfaduate courses. One ofMuentets real identity could be established, he would demand

the other faculty members with whom he spent several houRigextradition to Massachusetts for trial on murder gewar

week was Erich Muentanood visited him in the Mineola jail, Only one small impediment stood in his way: someone had|sto-
hoping he would be able to positively identify him. He founign the original 1906 indictment against Muenter out of the

Muenter lying covered up in bed, his head bandaged, his rigligtrict Attorney’s Ofice files.
eye black and swollen closed. He was also shorn of the beardat the Mineola jail, oficials ordered that their prisoner nj)t
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be shaved. By allowing his beard to regrdvey hoped to fa- It took several days for police to track down the trupk

cilitate his positive identification as Erich Muenter Muenter had placed in storage in Neéark City. They traced it

At the University of Chicago, Professor Chester N. Goul@ @ warehouse operated above a livery stable and garage at
announced to stunned reporters that he knew that Muenter 3hé\estThirty-Eighth Sreet.The efort was well spent, how-
Holt were the same man... and that he had known for more tB¥At The trunk contained an anarchssffelight... 134 sticks of
six months. Gould, who had known Muenter from his Univep0% dynamite (carefully packed in sawdust), a box of blasfing
sity of Chicago days, had visited Cornell in Novemién4. caps, coils of fuse, batteries, nitric acid, windproof matches,
At their first meeting, he hadntecognized Muentebut the six wooden containers of mercury fulminate, smokeless ppw-
familiarity of his face stuck with himA day or two laterhe der, and three recently completed home-made tin can bombs.
recalled why the man looked so familiirwas MuenterAt  Each was five inches in diameter and eight inches high.
their second meeting, Muenter walked directly up to him and New York City’s Inspector of Combustibles Owen Egan

said “Hello, Gould” as if they had known each other for yeadclared it “the greatest equipment for bomb making gver
P . brought to NewYork.” The owner of the warehouse, R. L.
At first | felt a bit nervous, for one can never tell what

. ) ) 6@aughan, was lucky to be alive... for days he had tossed it arpund
erratic person may do, and | never felt quite confident of

safety” Noting that Muenter was an excellent teacher and x warehouse without a care.

credit to his department, and feeling that the former wife-poi- Muenter was ready for anything with his little arseng,”
soner had reformed, Gould stated that he felt “morally juséXplained Egan. He added that “there is nothing in the-af
fied... of leaving an erratic individual at ¢gr and permitting ment that he must have had financial backing, for a good feal
» Of what he had could be bought for fifteen cents a pound. | do

think, howeverhe must have had somebody to instruct hinj in
bombmaking, for | do not see how he could have learned ajl he

evidently knew unaided.”

him to keep on making good. Unfortunatelwas mistaken...

XY

Ironically, Morgan’s yacht Corsair would help wikiorld War One.After Morgan transferred the vessel to the US government for amjitservice, she
served as an escort for US convoys crossingAtantic Ocean. Her crew proudly boasted that nllied ship was ever lost to German submarines qr
surface ships while under escort of Corsair

\\ J
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Yet fifty pounds of dynamite were unaccounted farquan- Muentets Cornell colleagues retained attorfidyomas J.
tity more than sticient to make fifteen bombs of the size thaReidy, of the NYC firm of Clocke, Koch and Reidy to defend
wrecked the Capitol. him. Reidy had known Muenter at Cornell, and in fact had Been

Both Nassau County and Neerk City police detectives his landlord for much of the time he was there. He annourced
were detailed to search Glen Cove, Syosset, and other tolfi@ “Frank Holt” had told him that he was wasstire where
on Long Island for the missing sticks of dynamite, which théi¢ was in 1906 — he might have been in Germany studying
feared might have been cached away for future terrorist attaék8rman — but that he was “positive he was not Mugiédrile
Police and Secret Service agents were also concerned abibigil, Muenter wrote out a lengthy polemic addressed to “The
what Muenter might have left behind in his boarding hou§&ople” and gave it to Reidy to instructions to release it td the
room in Washington. Muenter genuinely coultmecall the press. Reidyinstead, pocketed the document.
address of the boarding housé\Vashington where he had as-  “| intend to keep the notes which the prisoner has given to
sembled the bomb. But Secret Service Ciigiam J. Flynn  me,” Reidy told reporters. “Enough of his writings and stgte-
appealed to Mugnt,eon the grounds that_ any gxplosw_es Yhents has been printed alreddy
hazardous chemicals that he had left behind might fall into the He asked that Muenter not be subjected to any more i

) X : nter
hands of children, for as much detail as he could prov'%é;ations by the Secret Service or police. “He is very weakland

Muenter described the boarding house, and surrounding NeY¥S condition is seriou§.hey must have obtained all the fagts

t.’orhOdeh’ indeIZ“' Hﬁ evenfcarefully dr(le a mar;]). Off t?ehlo%éy want from him by this time, and further ordeals might put
tion ﬁ. the oarclng I_ouse or Harvy. %&an’lc 'g r? tSe his life in danget The Nassau County Distriéttorney con-
Washington D.C. police. Muenter eve tolead the Se- oo niada few details were still unresolved, but in the three days

cret Serwce ona field trip t/ashington to ShOW. them theth.e had to interrogate him, they had learned enough to put a
location. Police searched more than 200 boarding houses |

: . : . solid case together
Washington, trying to locate the one in which Muenter had as- . . A
Muentets fathefin-law hired attorney Martin Littleton tg

sembled the bomb. NN . . .
On July 5th, Maj. Pullmas’ police located the boardingaSS'St in his defense. Littleton met with Muenter in the affer

house where Muenter had stayed, helped considerably n. .Muenter asked repeatedly whether his ‘.”‘Ct had st.opped
Muentets map and description. It was a small two-story hou s_hlpment. of arm“s Fo Europe. Héeokd to waive a publig
at 107 D &eet, N.E., owned by Guy. McCord A black maid, earing, saying he “did not want to cause thegdns_ gny
Triessa Beatrice Guyaecognized Muenter from a photograpinore trouble,” and asked repeatedly as togdais condition.
Police found the empty bottle of sulfuric acid he had used in “I talked with him some time,” recalled Littleton. “It wgs
making the detonator in a pile of rubbish in the back yambvious | was simply talking to an insane man. He would close
Muenter had poured the leftover acid down the sink after his eyes and apparently dozé ¢éfwould ask him a questionf
had assembled his bomb. and he seemed to wake suddénly
Muenter told his lawyer that the jail guards were refusjng
XY him access to newspapers. He grew so upset that Littleton
stepped out into the corridor and grabbed a daily paper that a
By the July 6th, Magan's family and physicians were con-guard lad left lying there before leaving the jail.
vinced that all danger was past. Dr. Cleghorn had received a report from Cambridge which
Early in the day Junius Mgan went to J..Morgan & Co. detailed several operations which had been performed on
offices to give them a personal update on his fathesndi- Muenter Reidys ban on police interrogation didrpply to
tion. J. PMorgan had a lge lunch, and afterwards smoked gphysicians, so Cleghorn went to the Mineola jail and examined
“long, black cigar’ He took a telephone call from partvgrP ~ Muenter to see whether or not there were scars which matched
Hamilton and informed him that the only thing preventing hithe descriptionsThey matched exactlffhe Nassau District
from returning to his desk was his family and physicians. #jftorney was also notified that adgrcontingent of Cambridg
the evening, Junius Mgan announced to waiting reporters thd€esidents would be setting out that day for Mineola to try to
“my father's condition is the very best. He is all right and pradentify Muenter
gressing favorably in every respect. Pulse and temperature ardr. Carlos FMacDonald, a psychiatrist, was brought to the
still absolutely normal.” Mineola jail to interview MuenterMacDonald pronounce
After a few weeks convalescing, including a week-lorijuenter a “paranoic of the reformatory type,” adding that his
cruise on board CorsaMOrgan would return to work on thestatements “...for the most part seem IOgical... when the su jeCt
14th ofAugust. is an abstract one, his mental weakness does not comg out
strongly In his discussion of concrete facts, howekiesrwild-
ness is more apparent, notably when he describes how he thought
he could imprison the Mgans, barricade the door on them,
(.%alfnd prevent their rescue by laying a stick of dynamite on| the
able.”

1%

XY

It was not until July 6th that Muenter had the benefit
legal council.
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“Don’t you think you made a mistake in going there withe was infWashington, placing his “infernal machine” in th
two revolvers and trying to influence Mvlorgan that way?” Capitol building.

MacDonald asked.

“The mistake | made was that | walked ahead of the chil-
dren instead of after them,” Muenter responded. “If | could
have gotten him and his family into the rooms and imprisoned
them all there and kept them there with myself while he was
planning the work, that is the work, that is why | brought the
family there, so they couldnshoot of into the room, it would
have set this 6fIf they shot into the room it would have ex-
ploded the dynamite. | would lay it on the table and say: ‘This
is dynamite. If you shoot at me, go on. Itis for the protection of
all of us.”

“Didn’t you think that was an unusual way to protect them?”
MacDonald asked. “The children were innocent of any wrong-
doing.”

“If the father wanted to kill the children by shooting into
the room, he could do so, but he was informed beforehand that
the dynamite was there,” Muenter repeated. “| would tell him
that — ‘There is dynamite on this table, therefore tishoot

into this room.’ It was to keep him from rescuing the children.

“But suppose MrMorgan had told you that he would de-
cline to accede to your plans?”

“1 would have said ‘All right; until you are tired.” | would
have held his family in prison.”

MacDonald next asked Muenter whether or not he thought

he had a legal right to take action against g&or Muenter
responded that it had “...nothing to do with legal right. My dear

sir, this is waryou are mistaken.”
“But we are not at war
“You are wrongWe are at wai\Ve are actually at wawe
are killing thousands of people every day
“But we havert'declared wat MacDonald reminded him.
“Yes, we are doing it underhandgtiMuenter replied.
“Do you think that you, single-handed, could arrest the
whole trend of an age?”
“No, but Mt Morgan could.”

Muenter lamented over his failed plan. “It was the only thing
that could have been done. If it had succeeded it would have
been a very fine thing.”

The Secret Service still took the possibility that Muenter
was part of a broader conspiracy extremely seriou&ly
MacDonald, when asked whether or not Muenter had confed-
erates who assisted him in his campaign of tepminted out
that “a paranoic acts alone and distrusts others. If any one had
approached Muenter and asked him to take partin some scheme,
he would undoubtedly have become suspicious.”

XY

On the 6th of JulyMuentets wife received a letter from

her husband which was eVidentIy written in the few hours while Of greatest concern was the paragraph Stating that a

~

My Dear Darling:

You are the only one | can and must entrust with this news. |
know you are strong in your faith in God and love for your fel-
low men, and do therefore approve of my actidre fact that it
should strike our family instead of John Snsthiay seem hard,
but cant be helped. One hundred times | said, like Jonah, ‘Lord,
send someone else,” but | got only one ansMeone else seems

to be available. | have prayed and trembled and doubted and lain
awake at night and thought, but there is no way out dhi.
slaughter in Europe must be stopped, Antkrica must stop
sending ammunition. If it goes on | cannot live, for | am respon-
sible, in so far that | do not stop it when | can. So | will try

First: R. Pearce alVashingtonThat is my appeal. It is a starter
and may do some good. Let us pray that the people may wake up
to the crime that they are committing by allowing the slaughter
to go on.

SecondThe steamer leaving NeYiork for Liverpool on July 3
should sink, God willing, on 7th; | think it is the Philadelphia or
the Saxonia, but am not quite sure, as according to schedule
these two left on 3d.

Third: | need a powerful assistant and have chosen J. Pierrepont
Morgan of Glen Cove, L.I. By the time you get this it will be all
over. | shall either be dead or in prison with the m family

in their residence in Glen Cove, while Nitorgan will go to all

the manufacturers of ammunition and persuade them to stop send-
ing them. If he does not he must forfeit his fapraigd of course,

my poor wife and babies also their husband and father

My dear believe me, | have many proofs that God is guiding me
in this work, and that He has answered my prayer for guidance.
| should not wonder if some people say | am mistaken, because
the results for my family are so severe. But what about the hun-
dreds of thousands of fathers and husbands who are forced to do
the very thing | am attempting — saving my country from moral
ruin? The path of duty is hard, but it must be trod, and to gain
life we must ofer our life.

If the rich of this country wish to get richer by the European
horror, they must also be ready to participate in the horrors.

They sayif the Germans could buy here and ship satblyy
would do soYes, but that is no excuse for our selling them any
munitions, no more than tidlies. We must stop it.

| have asked the Blosers to deposit rent at First National Bank.
They owe $10.75 for July and $12.50 fargust.

This is my last letter before the Glen Covéaaf My heart is
with you and my babies and all the family in Dallas. | am sorry if
a great blow should fall on all of you, but hope God will avert it.
He knows best. | cannot do otherwise.

| see that at1:30 last night | heard right. Let us pray that it was
not in vain.Am so glad it cost no lives. Did not know anybody
would be on the upper floor at night.

Well, good-bye, my sweet darling. Bring up our children in the
love of God and man and be strong and kalr afectionate

- Frank

J

ship
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commanding oficer, Frank Claret

XY

The Minnehaha and her

would be sunk en route to En-

gland on the 7th of July
Muentefs wife immediately
brought the letter to the authori-
ties in Dallas, who telegraphed
the Department oft&te inWash-
ington that a bomb may have
been planted aboard an England-
bound steamshipthe Depart-

Muenter had tried to kill him-
self on night of July 5th by slash
ing his wrist with a pencil eraser
metal retainerThe efort was
wholly ineffectual; a guard simply
pulled the pencil from his hand.
County jail authorities were certain
that he was trying to starve him

ment of $ate immediately for
warded the telegram to Secretary
of the Navy Daniels.

The news was quickly dis- force-feed him.

seminated to the Secret Service agents as well as to the New Jail authorities were certain
York City andwWashington D.C. detectives. Nefork Police that he would try to commit suicide agalie Nassau District

self to death, and gave instructio
that if Muenter was not taking soli

| m—

food by the 7th the guards were [o

S

Commissionewoods later recalled that ‘“®\had been worried Attorney’s office had ordered the jail to post two men to wafch
for several days about what Holt or Muenter expected to hafenter at all times. Personnel shortages made complying|with

pen onWednesdayHe had said several times that he was goittlge instructions impossible... only one guard was availablg
to tell his story oWednesday. on Sundaywhen | tried to get shift. The guard assigned to watch Muenter during the even

him to talk to me about the dynamite, he said ‘I will tell you ashift was Jerry Ran. He arrived at the jail at 8:10 p.m., affer
about that oWednesdaybut onWednesday the whole world stopping for a beer at NashHotel, and took up his post inja

will know.” straight-backed wooden chair outside of Muéssteell. On the

“We did not feel that we couldfafd to regard his threatsinStrUCtionS ofwWarden Hults, the cell door was left opé@n.

lightly, as if they were the boasts of an ordinary crank, becaLr%’e
he had proved that he was a man of ability and one very,likefi
in view of the seemingly impossible things he had done alrea?l
to dV?/WZat he |3rr]§d|cted thatl he Wo;gd dos.” I b . and not have to fiddle with locks and levers while their pfi
'oods sent his personal secret&@yy Scull, by automo-

bile to Mineola to beg Muenter to tell aboard which ship hoene“r cheated the hangman. )

had planted the bomb. Scull would arrive ten minutes too late O | want to sleep so bad,” Muenter tolgaiR.
to get his answer Ryan told him to try to get some sleep.

en the cells in an engancy jailers had to unlock three sepgp-

per
ing

te locks and raise a ¢gr handle which controlled a steel biar
gross the cell doors. Hults wanted the watchman to be alle to
l}/Sh into the cell should Muenter attempt suicide and foil him...

S_

“I shall do everything | can to get some sleep,” Muerjter

J
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said. were no powder burns in Muenit@mouth, dispelling the blast}
ing cap theoryCleghorn told reporters “I can see hawthe
citement at the time, the (jail)keeper could easily have tholight
(t?ﬁ(e crash was an explosion, but | believe now that it is ceftain
that it is certain that he was mistaken.”
Nassau County DistricAttorney Smith was furious.

Al %0:35 on the eve_ning of July 6thy&h Wa”fe‘?' out 9f the Muentets death had cheated him out of what would have been
cell to investigate a noise made by another prisamexplica-
one of the celebrated court cases of the era.

bly leaving the cell door open and Muenter unguaridth
his guard no more than fifteen feet awisuenter scrambled In Dallas the RevO. F Sensabaugh stated that he woyld

up the cross-bars of his cell and dove head-first onto the cBRt |E1formed his daughter o_f Muentesuicide until the morn-
crete floor of the jail corridgm distance of nearly twenty feet!N9: Of cgur_se, we are terribly sorry to hear of Frardeath,
His head struck the floor with such tremendous force that fpiéf there is little | can say

noise of the impact sounded like an explosion, giving rise to a

“Then I'll do all | can to keep things quiet for you.”

Muenter laid down on his cot, face towards the cell do
and put his arm over his head. He seemed to doramidi-
ately, and for half an hour seemed to sleep.

short-lived rumor that Muenter had smuggled a pressure-sensi- XY
tive mercury fulminate blasting cap into the jail and had deto-
nated it between his teeth. Investigators working on Muentsrthreat to sink either the

Ryan rushed back to the cell, nearly tripping over Muentghiladelphia or the Saxonia learned that both ships had left for
who was lying dead on the floor in a pool of blodte noise Liverpool from NYC on the 3rd. Both were owned by J. [P
of the impact had sounded tga like a pistol shot. He calledMorgan.Although no one thought that Muenter would haye

for another jailkeeper to send for.[@leghorn, that Muenter had an opportunity of placing a bomb on board either ship in
had shot himself. person, he would have had ample time to have it shipped out as

England-bound freight or mail. Nassau County and Merk

City detecti ho had b igned t hing for dyna-
and | helped him,” Ran later recounted to reporters. “| sai 1y derectives who had been assigned to searching for dyna

‘He must have had a gun, because | heard an explosion’ an bt%caches that Muenter may had hid around Glen Coveland
’ igned during the night to locat I
doctor said ‘It looks as though he had blown his néit"of | page Were reassignea curing e night to ‘ocate every rong

. ) ._Island Rail Road freight agent in the region, wake him up, gnd
CIeghprn had been mislead by the reports prpwded to him through the freight records to see if any suspicious packpges
the jail guards. But more careful inspection failed to show a ¥

d been shipped out from their statidriey discovered only
bullet wound. that two questionable shipments were sent out from the Oyster
About ten minutes after Muenter killed himself, a team @fay station, which on further investigation proved to be cqm-
New York City police detectives led by Guy Scull arrived tBIeter harmless and not associated with Muenter
interrogate him about his plot to blow up a munitions ship at Both ships were contacted in mid-ocean by wirekessre-

sea. Frustrgted_, a few of them went on to Be_thpage, hopinguﬁ%earch of the holds failed to show any trace of a borb. |
find a clue in his bomb laboratory there, while the remalndgr Franklin, General Manager of the Man-owned Interna-

\¥J

returned to the City tional Mercantile Marine, explained to the press that the dnly
Police searched Muentsrcell and discovered a hastilyay a bomb could have been smuggled on board either vgssel
penned note to his wife: was as mail, and that neither ship carried parcel post packages
of a weight exceeding a pound and a Waffound and a half of
To my dears: dynamite, stored in the baggage compartment, he said, would

_ _ _ have no significant &ct on a lage merchant ship.
| must write once mor&he more | think about it, the more | see . . .

the uselessness of living under circumstances such as these. Bring Investigators breathed a sigh of relief. Unfortunatelyas
up the dear babies in the love of God and man. God bless you, premature.

my sweet. Although he had originally intended to gat the Saxonia

or Philadelphia, Muent&s plan ran afoul of a now-anonymouys

shipping agen$ eforts to be economical. Muenter had npt

-Frank specified that he wanted the package shipped on a specifiq ves-

PS —All please pardon me for all the heartaches | have brought sel, so th.e S.hlpplng agent held them aside a few days to peta

you. Pray with me that the slaughter will stop. My heart breaks. lower Shlpplng rate onboard another an'owned vessel
Good-bye. Minnehaha.

The Minnehaha was registered to the International Merchant

Muenters body was taken to ComellFuneral Home in Marine, a Mogan subsidiaryit was valued at $1 m|II|on. Or

the day Mogan was shot, she had been berthed at Pier 5B, at

Hempstead, which served as the gaifiogue.At 1 a.m. an . .
autopsy was conducted by Cleghdrhe autopsy revealed thatthe foot ofwest Sixteenth et in ManhattanThe next day
e was moved to Gravesend Bay in Queens to take ogaa far

Muentets skull was shattered from the middle of his forehe& AR . :
all the way to the base of the skull at the back of his Féwate of more than $6 million in war supplies bound for Great Bijit-

Affectionately

J
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ain. The cago included 2,800 cases of shrapnel shells, 1,7@Bthe late “Frank Holt”; it was certainly the right man. His

cases of artillery cartridges, 1,000 cases of cordite explosif@mer landlord, the two newspaper reporters, and the mayor
1,400 cases OFNT, 3,000 barrels of motor oil, 66 hogsheadsf Cambridge all positively identified the body as being that of
of rum, 230 horses bound for service with the British Roygkich Muenter

Artillery, and several hundred tons of desperately needed foodmuentets death certificate filed with the Hempstead Bogrd
bound for the British people — wheat, flopork, beef, and of Health oficially listed him as “Frank Holt”, rather than Erich
poultry. Unlike the Saxonia or Philadelphia, she was also c§fuenter born inWisconsin, rather than Germauy 25 March
rying general freight. 1875.

Minnehaha left the Port of NeWork at 7:14 p.m. on July  Originally, the Sensabaugh family had planned to have]the
4th.At half an hour past midnight on the morning of July 7tthody buried in Ithaca, rather than Dallas, to spare Leong the

her wireless operator intercepted the message, intended fon§\@or of a funeral. Howeveshe decided that she wanted hjm
Philadelphia and Saxonia, that bombs may have been plaggfed near her home.

aboard England-bound vessels. Her captain, a long-time Inter
national Mercantile Marine employee named Claret, ordered
the small boats swung out in case an explosion occurred and it

was necessary for the crew to abandon ship.

XY

) . . . On July 9th, County Coroné&¥alter P Jones convened g
At4:15in the afternoon ofthe 7.th — fight on t_|me with Nermal inquest at Hempstead to determine the cause of death.
crewmen ten feet into the akfollowing the explosion a Ilge fter the short testimony of DCleghorn, Jones announced
fire broke, filling the ship with dense smoke. Fighting acri at he was satisfied that Muenter had ’committed suicide by
smok(_e and flamc_as, the crew had to shift géguortion of the leaping to his death from the bars of his cell. Howgfegrthe
cago in the hold in order to get at the fﬁﬁhen they closed the sake of thoroughness, he adjourned the hearing until the [L6th.
hold and flooded the compartment with live steam to try e wanted to hear the testimony of several of the other innjates
suffocatg the flames. ) o of the jail present when Muenter killed himself.
Luckily, the general freight was in its own separate hold, on At the same time the inquest went into recess, the Naksau
the opposite side of the ship from the high explosives.  county Board of Supervisors announced that they would be
“We knewWednesday morning that something was wronguhdertake a full investigation to determine whether or not neg-
a crewman later told reporters in Nova Scotia, “because tigence at the jail was responsible for Muetteeath. In 1914
Captain ordered the boats to be got reddaid to myself, the Nassau County Jail had scandalized the region when if was
‘The old man has got wind of a submarindhen the explo- revealed that prison guards were engaging igiés’ with fe-
sion occurred everybody rushed on deck... | was sure we haale prisoners. Five guards were indicted and found gyilty
been torpedoed.” Certainly the Board of Supervisors wanted no part of another

At 5 pm, Claret radioed to International Mercantile Masnesuch debacle.
New York offices to appraise them that the ship hadesat Ryan began to feel that the county was planning to scape-
damage and was proceeding to Halifax, the nearest port, ngwat him for Muentés death. He gave a protracted intervigw
than 500 miles away hroughout the night, it seemed that théo a newspaper reporter at his home in Spvialiey, stead-
fire was gaining steadily on the crelio make matters worse, fastly held to his story that he was not asleep at his post. “I had
gale-force winds came up, followed by dense fog. By noon thienty of sleep before | went to work. | particularly remember
next daythe fire was almost under contibhey reached Halifax that | had slept all dayuesday| didn't dare to go to sleep
in the afternoon, but high seas made it impossible for anyamile | was watching Muentgior | had my revolver on me and
from shore to board Minnehaha and render aid. By the moha-knew it. | was afraid he might try to take it away from mie.”
ing of the 10th, the blaze had been reduced to Sm0|dering €M+He showed his revolver to the repo_rt‘di‘rhas been loaded
bers. this way for two years, so you can see he wadrst with my

“1 don't want to see anything like that again when | hawgun.”
when | have nothing under me but a ship,” said ofieeof “I have never decided whether Muenter jumped to his dpath

After a few days in Halifax, Minnehalsatlamage was re- or was shot or shot himself. It seemed to me like there wds an

paired and she setfafgain for Liverpool to delivery her @  explosionWhatever it was that made the crash, | am not gging
of munitions, little worse for wear to make a crack navbut everything is coming out. | am nt
going to be made a goat of in this thing. Nowant it under
XY stood that | had nothing to do with the dedseing operlhat

was all arranged for when | got thefdter | had gone to se¢

The assorted residents from Cambridge, sent down at M@t the noise was | had heard up the cell block, leaving Mu¢nter

; ; ; - tly asleep, | heard the explosion and ran back tof find
request of the Cambridge police detectives to try to positiv parenth .
identify Erich Muenterarrived the morning after his death, ﬁm lying in a pool of bloodWhen the dicials came | walked

police segeant checked Muentsrdental records with the teeth@Way; | was sore because he had put one over on me.”
As to his not closing the cell door before he |nvest|ga)ed,
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Ryan said “That was probably carelessness on my part. | knewHowever DistrictAttorney Smith said at noon that the Boafd
he could not get awayknew | would only be away a secondof Supervisors was “creating false impressions” and that in fact
Yes, | did violate my instructions when | left the prisoner alonéh&é was not investigating the jail.

Warden Hults told reporters “There was no explosion of “What is all this fuss about?” he asked reporters. “There is
any kind. It is not true that Holt killed himself with a reVOlveho question that there has been neghgenma“ know that.”
or an explosive. He climbed to the top of his cell datiichis  smith laid full responsibility for laxity at the jail in the lap qf
fifteen feet above the floor of the cell, and landed on his heawarden Hults. “There is nothing to investigate. It is admit{ed

The next daythe Board of Supervisors convened behintiere was negligenc&he Warden is responsible. He made|a

closed doors with DistricAttorney Smith At the end of the mistake in judgement. He should have had two guards. He|had,

meeting, the Board issued the following typewritten statemémwever to deal with Holt, who was so weak a ten-yelar

to the press:

The Board of Supervisors, at a conference with the Digttict
torney agrees with the Distridttorney that there has been a
great neglect of duty at the jail as to the custody of one Frank
Holt, who committed suicide on July 6th, 19T%e District
Attorney is doing everything in his power to investigate and find
out who is directly responsible for the act and will lay the whole
thing before SheiifPettit on his return, and, if the facts warrant,
further action will be taken and the persons responsible dealt

with according to law.

boy could have handled himiwo doctors had examined him
and we were thinking of sending him to the hospital.” Newspa-
pers called Muenter “the most loosely guarded and most|im-
portant prisoner ever in the custody of Nassau Cdunty

A former Nassau countyfafial told reporters from the step
of the Mineola Court House “Nassau County is lucky Holt kill
himself. If he hadn; he might have walked away from us.”
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